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(Editor's Note: Almost everyone is inter- 
ested in knowing something about his ancestors, 
but few know as much as they would like; still 
fewer know all that they could know if they 
exhausted the many genealogical sources avail- 
able today to the ancestor-hunter. Many who 
would be pleased to unearth more data about 
their forebears have failed to do so because the y 
have not known how to proceed or because 
they suspected that the expense of having a 
professional do the work would be too great. 


Every year the Historical Society of Berks 
County receives hundreds of calls and letters 
soliciting help with some genealogical problem. 
Convinced that many other people would also 
appreciate help in tracing down their ancestors, 
the Historical Review will publish a series of 
articles by its professional genealogist, Mrs. Le- 
Roy Sanders —articles designed to help the 
amateur researcher fill out his family tree by 
making known to him what sources he should 
consult and where those sources can be found. 
Some of these articles will be developed from 
Specific inquiries that the Society has received. 
These articles will appear in a series in each 
of the next eight issues, and they will be so 
placed in the magazine that they can be easily 
removed and bound into a little genealogist’s 
handbook. We hope as a result to help many 
people to get a good start on a rewarding job 
they have never had the knowledge to under- 
take. 

He do not want to give the impression that 
genealogical research its casy, that in a few 
leisurely afternoons you cau learn ail about your 
ancestors back to Beowulf. Genealogical re- 
search requires time and patience, and many 
things you might like to know might be impos- 
sible to track down. But the job of research 
can be simplified if the inquirer knows how to 
proceed. To help such people we have instituted 
this series of instructive articles. “cllso to assist 
such people the Historical Society employs a 
professional genealogist, whose services are 
available to anyone who has a genealogical 
problem and who can afford the modest fee of 
$2 an hour. 

. J. Sherwood Weber. ) 


tors?” This is the questiton most frequently 

asked by beginners in the adventure cf 
ancestor-hunting. If time permitted, I could spend 
hours describing the various approaches used in 
searching for Pennsylvania ancestry. But this gen- 
eralized question can best be answered by suggesting 
that the person read Gilbert H. Doane’s Searching 


sé OW do I go about looking up my ances- 


OCTOBER, 1952 


ieee 


Be Your Own Ree honcs 


LeROY SANDERS 


For Your Ancestors (2nd ed., Minneapolis, Univer- 
sity 1948). This excellent 
found in most public and his- 


of Minnesota Press, 
genealogical guide, 
torical society libraries throughout the United States, 
will get the novice off to a good start on his search 
for family history. 

The first step is to gather and arrange authentic 
material on (parents, grand- 
parents, perhaps great grandparents). This 
usually be done by consulting sources close at hand: 
family Bibles, 
stone records from the family plot. 


mediate ancestors 
can 


marriage and birth certificates, tomb- 


The inexperienced searcher must keep in mind 
that the family name may be spelled in various ways. 
He should make a list of the various spellings and 
in his research train his eye to spot all of them. He 
should also put down in writing everything he finds, 
including where he found it. It is important to know 
where, as well as wien, his grandfather was born. 
Such knowledge will aid him in searching for his 
great-grandfather and establishing another generation 
in the family line. 

The exact source of every bit of information must 
be carefully noted. This procedure is sometimes 
tedious, but such data is invaluable in research pro- 
cedure. The validity of any fact is questicnable until 
its source, and the reliability of that source, is 
known. 


In his book Mr. Doane discusses the locations of 
the various depositories throughout the country 
where public and private genealogical resources are 
available to the seeker of family history. Armed 
with the knowledge gained through a careful study 
of Doane’s book, the researcher on a Berks County 
family will first search the archives of our Society 
(A complete bibliography of the genealogical source 
material in the archives of the Historical Society of 
Berks County, being compiled by Mrs. Irwin Krick 
and myself and now nearing completion, wiil appear 
in the April-June, 1953, the Historical 
Review). 


issue of 


The genealogy department of the Society library 
is used extensively, not only by Berks and Pennsyl- 
vania residents, but also by people from other 
who have some reason to believe that they are de- 
scendents of pioneer settlers of Southeastern Penn- 
sylvania. What can be done to find out whether vou 


states 


had ancestors in this area before about 1800? 
The first step is to consult the First United States 
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Census of Pennsylvania (1790). A careful study of 
this reference, which is well indexed (the researcher 
must always keep in mind the various spellings of a 
name), will inform the inquirer of how many 
branches of his family were residents in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1790; of the town, township, and county in 
which they resided; of the size of each family; and 
of the Christian name of each family head (not until 
1850 did the Census list the complete names of all 
members of a family). Of course, a Berks resident 
who suspects he had ancestors in any other state, 
could check the Census for that state in the way 
described above. 

This preliminary Census search can be done in 
the home town library, which usually has copies of 
the First Census, as well as at the Society. For a 
small charge it can even be done at home, for paper 
bound copies of the 1790 Census for Pennsylvania 
—or for any other state—can be secured from the 
Bureau of Census, Washington, D.C., for about 
$1.50. The information gained from the Census 
will direct the searcher to the proper county in Penn- 
sylvania or elsewhere where the family appeared 
before 1800. If you have to go to any other county 
or state to get evidence, I can advise you of the 
genealogical research facilities available there. 

The visitor to the Historical Society library can 
make other investigations. He can examine the ever- 
growing collection of printed genealogiés relating to 
Southeastern Pennsylvania to learn what, if any- 
thing, has already been gathered and printed on the 
family.: The Society also has histories and publica- 
tions from other counties that might make travel to 
those counties unnecessary. The use of some of these 
sources will be explained in later articles. 

If an examination of the 1790 Census establishes 


the fact that an ancestor lived in Berks County at 
that time, the researcher is then directed to the orig- 
inal tax lists in our archives for that section of the 
county. From these can be learned whether the an- 
cestor was single or married, how much land (if 
any) he owned, and sometimes what his occupation 
was. 

The researcher from another state, who is in- 
terested in finding out whether his ancestors lived 
in an area before they moved west, can often use 
the Census and tax records to establish that his 
ancestors lived in the area. For further information 
he can search through some of the unique sources 
in the archives of the Historical Society of Berks 
County. The use of some of these sources—of wills, 
deeds, orphans court records, church and tombstone 
records, etc.—will be discussed in a later article. 

At this point it must be stressed that there is no 
short cut to establishing a Southeastern Pennsyl- 
vania ancestry. County officials in our state were 
not required by law to keep vital statistics before 
1885 (if your ancestors came from some other state 
you will probably be more fortunate in the records 
available for you to examine). The German pioneers 
left few written records, and some of the few are 
written in German script. For this reason many pro- 
fessional genealogists consider Pennsylvania ex- 
tremely difficult to work. This, of course, is just an 
added challenge to those who really want to dig out 
what can be learned about Pennsylvania ancestors. 

In the next article, | shall explain—inainly for 
the benefit of historians of family reunions—-what 
can be gathered from our archives about Berks fam- 
ilies. I shall also consider the problem of how to 
discover whether you had an ancestor who fought 
in the Revolutionary War. 





THE OLD BLACES 


1676375 


I ain’t seen no places like the old 

Where everything was fixed just so. 
The young ones talk a lot about the tun 
In places where all is on the go. 


It’s nice, sometimes, to rutch around the place 
And carry on until your breath is out; 

But I remember how we used to sit 

With steins of beer and platters filled with kraut. 


Es war so freindlich, and it wasn’t just 
That we were glutzkupps every way; 

But the old places made you feel at home 

And made you feel that you were there to stay. 


Sure, we have fun now; and the giris is nice; 
And the music’s plenty, and the beer; 

But it was more than just a place dressed up, 
It was just so—and just so it ain’t here. 
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By MRS. LeROY SANDERS 


(Editor’s Note: This is the second of a 
series of articles designed to assist aima- 
teur genealogists in the rewarding task of 
ancestor-hunting. The first article, which 
was concerned with the subject of how to 
start genealogical research, appeared in the 
October-December, 1952, issue of the 
Review. The next issue will contain a gen- 
ealogical source imap and a complete biblio- 
graphy of the genealogical source material 
in the archives of the Historical Society of 
Berks County. About five other inforim- 
ative articles will appear in subsequent 
issues. 

We want to inform researchers that if 
they encounter genealogical problems that 
they cannot solve themselves, they can en- 
gage the ‘services of the Historical So- 
ciety’s professional genealogist, Mrs. Sand- 
ers, for the nominal fee of $2 an hour. 

J. Sherwood Weber) 


Family Reunions 


LIBRARY wholly devoted to the history of 
A one county — such as is to be found at 940 

Centre Avenue, the headquarters of the His- 
torical Society of Berks County—makes a fine win- 
dow through which to view its people, their ante- 
cedents and descendants. Historians or officers of 
family groups who hold reunions each year through- 
out the county of Berks will especially find a mine 
of information in our archives to hand on to their 
members. 

The family historian will no doubt first of all 
want to ascertain when the family came to America. 
If the family was of German origin, as most were 
in this part of Pennsylvania, the name of the first 
arrival or arrivals should be found in one or mere 
of the following authorative references: 


1. Names of Foreigners Who Took the 
Oath of Allegiance 1727-1775, published 
in the Pennsylvania Archives, 2nd Ser-- 
ies, Vol. XVII; 

2. Pennsylvania German 
Strassburger and Hinkie. 

3. Thirty Thousand Names of Iimmigrants 
by I. Daniel Rupp. 


Pioneers 


by 


While all three of the above references contain 
lists of German, Swiss, Dutch, French, and other 
passengers who arrived at the Port of Philadelphia 
from 1727 to 1776, only the first two are indexed. 
The Strassburger and Hinkie work is the most recent 
and carries data beyond 1776 into 1808. Also this ref- 
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erence, which is printed in three volumes, contains 
facsimiles of actual passenger lists, often showing 
the signatures of heads of families, 

Rupp’s Thirty Thousand Lmmigrants is not in- 
dexed and therefore is more difficult to use unless 
the searcher has some idea of the year when the 
immigrant ancestor came to America. However, 
this early reference (first printed in 1856) should be 
used if the searcher failed to find his family name 
in the first two mentioned works, because in the back 
of Rupp’s book are valuable notes on group migra- 
tion, such as on the early Germantown settlers un- 
der Pastorius (1683-1710), on the Schwenkfelders, 
the Moravians, and the group of Palatinates who 
landed in New York prior to 1712, some of whom 
came to our Tulpehocken Area. 


Other Sources 

A large percentage of Berks County families of 
German origin who have lived here for six or more 
generations will find that their immigrant ancestor 
arrived at the Port of Philadelphia; but for those 
who are unable to locate their family name in the 
above mentioned references, we suggest a study be 
made of Emil Meymen’s Bibliography on German 
Settlements in Colonial North America. This large 
volume, printed in 1937, is devoted especially to the 
listing of authorative reference works to be found 
on the Pennsylvania Germans and their descendants 
(1683-1933). 

When the family historian has located the name 
of the first ancestor who landed in America, and the 
date, he may be disappointed to find that passenger 
iists seldom tell the location in Germany from which 
the ancestor came. However, something about the 
family in Germany may be learned by correspon- 
dence from early church registers in that country if 
family Bibles, naturalization papers, or letters. stil! 
kept in the family reveal a definite town or place 
in Germany from which the ancestor came. The earl- 
iest death records of Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Reading, a copy of which is contained in the archives 
of the Historical Society, often give where in Ger- 
many the deceased member was born. This data 
will enable the searcher to write to that part of Ger- 
many for information on the family before it left 
for America. 

Naturalization 

If the family did not come to this country until 

after the Revolution, much information can be 
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gleaned as to the date and place of birth of the 
immigrant ancestor from the naturalization papers 
which are on file in the Prothonotarys’ Office in 
the County Court House. An article on early 
naturalization in Berks County appeared in the April, 
1950, issue of the Review and contains a list of all 
who were naturalized in this county from 1798 to 
1820. This list, of course, contains immigrants not 
only from Germany, but also from Ireland, England, 
France, Switzerland, and Wales. 


Other Nationalities 
The library of the Historical Society of Berks 
County contains B. F. Owen's splendid The lVelsh 
of Cumru Township, as well as his copy of the church 
records of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church at Doug- 
lassville and of the Bangor Church, Caernarvon 
Township, where the Swede migration first went to 
Berks County after settlement on the Delaware. In 
the Society library can also be found all the records 
that have been translated and printed on the early 
Goshenhoppen Catholic Church at Bally and ab- 
stracts from Quaker meetings in Berks County as 
compiled by John L. Eshelman, noted Quaker au- 
thority on Berks County. And we hope in time to 
add to our library such authorative sources on the 
earliest migrations of these various nationalities as 
the following, which are now available at the Penn- 
sylvania Historical Society, Philadelphia, or at the 
State Library, Harrisburg: 
1. Nord, The Dutch and Swedes on the 
Delaware 1609-64. 
2. Hinshaw, Quaker Encyclopedia on 
Pennsylvania Meetings. 
3. Browning, Helsh Settlement of Penn- 
sylvania. 


a ae er eennamunetiiiandtan namin 


4. Albert Cook Myers, Immigration of the 
Irish Quakers inte Pennsylvania 1682- 


1750. 


This short account gives only a sample of the 
source material that can be used in preparing a paper 
on an early Berks County family to be read at the 
next reunion. Original! tax lists and records of many 
Union (Lutheran and Reformed) Churches of Berks 
County are readily available at the Historical Society. 
All members of a reunion will be interested to learn 
what occupations their ancestors followed, what 
Christian names have been carried down in the fam- 
ily for six and seven generations, and especially how 
many cousins are now scattered over various states, 
for very few family histories fail to show where some 
members of the early generations went when they 
migrated “west.” 


The genealogical department of the Histor- | 
ical Society would appreciate hearing from any- | 
one who has in his possession, or knows the 
whereabouts of, any original letters, account 
books, manuscripts, and so forth by, addressed | 
to, or concerning the senior Dr. George de Ben- | 

| neville (1703-1793), who was the first Universal- 
| ist minister in Berks County. Any such papers 
| should be brought or sent to the Society, where | 
| they will be microfilmed and returned immedi- 
ately. One microfilm copy will be added to the | 
Society archives; a second will go to Albert D. i 
Bell, of Rocky Mount, North Carolina, who is | 
writing a biography of Dr. George de Benne- | 
ville in commemoration of the 250th anniversary | 


of his birth. 





PROGRAM ~1953 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BERKS COUNTY 


Centre Avenue and Spring Street, Reading, Pa. 


Meetings are scheduled for the second Friday of each month, 
at the Society’s Building unless otherwise noted. 


JANUARY 13th — (Tuesday) 
“Glimpses of Reading,” by Berks Camera Club. 


FEBRUARY 23rd —(Monday) 
George Washington Day Dinner, jointly spon- 
sored by the D.A.R. (hostess), the 5. A.R., 
and The Historical Society. Mr. Frank C. 
Hilton, speaker. 


MARCH 13th— 
“History of the Reading Fire Department,” 
by various speakers- from the older fire 
companies. ; 


48 HISTORICAL REVIEW OF BERKS COUNTY 


APRIL 10th 
“History of the Washington Street Presby- 
terian Church,’ by Rev. Chester L. Marcus, 


pastor. 


MAY &th— 
; “Berks County Architecture,” by George O. 
Bird. 


JUNE— 
Annual Picnic. 
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Be Your Own Genealogist 


By MRS. LEROY SANDERS 


(Editor's Note: This is the third of a series 
of articles designed to assist amateur genealog- 
ists in the task of unearthing the available know!l- 
edge about their ancestors. The first article, 
which appeared in the October-December, 1952, 
issue of the Review, explained how to start 
ancestor-hunting. The second, which appeared 
in the January - March, 1953, issue, contained 
special instructions for family historians on the 
preparation of genealogical papers for fanuly 
reunions. 

This third installinent is not an article, but 
rather it contains invaluable bibliographical in- 
formation of use to any researcher—amateur or 
professional—investigating a Berks County fam- 
ily. Since all three parts of this installment will 
be referred to frequently in subsequent articles, 
it might be a good idea to remove it from the 
magazine and file it in a safe place. (If you lose 
it, incidentally, reprints will be purchasable for 
a small fee at the Society.) 

The three parts published here include an 
Historical Map of Berks County, a Cross- 
Reference Chart of Berks County Genealogical 
Source Material, and a Bibliography of Source 
Material in the Genealogical Department of the 
Historical Society of Berks County. Roughly, 
these three research tools are to be used like 
this: first, consult the map to find out in which 
township, or townships, your ancestors lived; 
second, refer to the chart to find out what num- 
bered items the Society has relating to the town- 
ship in which you are interested ; and third, refer 
to the numbered items in the bibliography for 
the titles of the sources you should consult for 
various types of information. 

In the next article Mrs. Sanders, the pro- 
fessional genealogist on the staff of the His- 
torical Society, will explain in detail, with ex- 
amples, how these three bibliographical tools 
can be used and to what information they will 
direct the researcher. 


J. SHERWOOD \VEBER. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Source Material Available in the Genealogical 
Department of the Library of the Historical 
Society of Berks County, Reading, Pa. 


by 
Mrs. Irvin Kricxk anp Mrs. LERoy SANDERS 


(Spellings and punctuation are printed as they 

exist in the original titles.) 

(1) ALLEGHENY REFORMED CHURCH, 
BRECKNOCK TWP. 1 Vol. 1767-1864. Baptisms, 


confirmations, accounts and tombstone readings from 
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adjoining cemetery. Typewritten and includes two 
indexes. CR-A422, 

Coder ASL dD Woh dade) dd Lae ACE CEE 
AMITY TOWNSHIP. 1° Vol. 1752-1840... Bap- 
tisms, marriages, deaths, confirmations. Typewrit- 
ten and indexed. CR-A516. 

(3) —EPISCOPAL CHURCHES, MORGAN- 
TOWN-CAERNARVON AREA, 3 Vols., Vol. 1, 
history of the Bangor Church (Churchtown) ; hand- 
written, not indexed. Vol. 2, 1806-1902, marriages, 
baptisms and deaths of Bangor (Churchtown) St. 
Thomas (Morgantown) St. Mark’s (Honeybrook) 
St. Mary’s (Warwick) St. John’s (Compassville). 
Tombstone records only of Presbyterian and Meth- 
odist Churches in Churchtown. Voi. 3 index to Vol. 
ere ere 

(4) BERN’ CHURCH RECORDS, BERN 
TOWNSHIP. 1 Vol. 1739-1835. Baptisms as trans- 
lated by. Rev. J. W. Early. Printed, not indered. 
CR-B517. 

(5) BOAS, REV. WILLIAM. Lower half of 
county. l Vol. 1778-1810. Marriages. Typewritten 
and indexed. CR-B662 and Mic. 28-9. 

(6) PAULI, REV. CHARLES A. PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF 2 Vol. 1825-1871. Baptisms, mar- 
riages, confirmations, deaths. Rey. Pauli served at 
Hain’s church (L. Heidelberg), Christ (Oley), Hin- 
nershitz (Muhlenberg), Kissinger’s (Spring) and at 
Oley, Womelsdorf and Sinking Spring. Typewrit- 
ten, not indexed. CR-C236, 

(AP? CHRIS TREPISCOPAL CH ter eH. 
READING, PA. 1 Vol. 1763-1850. Marriages, 
baptisms, deaths, church minutes and history. Type- 
written and indexed in 2 sections. CR-C554 and 
Mic. 35, 

(8) CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN’ TULPEHOCKEN TWP. 2 Vol. 
1743-1851. Baptisms, marriages, deaths, confirma- 
tions, elected pastors, deacons and trustees of the 
church property. Vol. 2, index to Vol. 1. Type- 
written and indexed. CR-C556 and Mic. 39-40. 

(9) DUNKEL'S REFORMED CHURCH, 
GREENWICH TWP. 1 Vol. 1746-1882. Baptisms, 
communicants, history and articles of agreement. 
Typewritten and indexed. CR-D919, 

(1G) METHODIST CHURCH, ELVERSON 
(SPRINGFIELD CHURCH). 1. Vol. 1839-1900. 
Baptisms, marriages, deaths and tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Circa 1850-1900. Typewritten and indexed. 
CR-E52 and Mic. 29. 
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(11) FRIENDS’ MEETING RECORDS OF 
BERKS’ COUNTY, 1 Vok °1737-1899" "Births, 


deaths and meeting records of the Exeter; Maiden- 


_ creek; Pottstown; Reading; Robeson and Tulpe- 


hocken Meetings. Compiled from the original by John 
E. Eshelman. Handwritten and Seif-indexed. CR- 
Ko: 

(12) ALTALAHA LUTHERAN’CHURCH, 
REHRERSBURG, “PAY ‘(TULPEHOCKEN) “1 
Vol. 1757-1852. Baptisms of Altalaha Lutheran 
Church at Rehrersburg, with a few marriage records 
of Rev. Stoever, 1742-1763. Handwrittén and in- 
dexed. CR-E92 and Mic. 39-40. 

(13) FIRST REFORMED CHURCH, READ- 
ING, PA. 10 Vol. 1755-1940. Baptisms, marriages, 
burials, accessions, minutes, accounts, statistics. Type- 
written. 5 volumes indexed separately. Copy made 
for the Historical Society by the First Reformed 
Church of Reading, Rev. Daniel J. Wetzel, D.D., 
Pastor. CRF527. 

(14). ALLEMENGEL ‘UNION. CHURCH, 
WESSNERVILLE, ALBANY TWP. 1 Vol. 
1771-1840. Baptisms and communicants. Type- 
written and indexed. CR-F899 and Mic. 27-28. 

(15) FRIEDENS UNION CHURCH, AL- 
BANY TWP. 1 Vol. Burial Records. Handwrit- 
ten, not indexed. CR-FS899B. 

(16) “NEW -BETHEL ZION CHURCH, 
GRIMSVILLE, “GREENWICH TWP. 1 Vol. 
1761-1802. Baptisms, marriages, confirmation ; Min- 
isters, Schoolmasters; brief church history. Con- 
tributed by Mr. Calvin Herring. Indexed. CR-G810. 

(17) HERMAN, REV. JAMES SASSAMAN. 
PRIVATE RECORDS. 2 Vol. 1840-1887. Bap- 
tisms, marriages and burials. Rev. Herman served 
Maidencreek (Blandon), St. John’s (Kutztown), 
Gernant’s (Maiden Creek), Dunkle’s (Richmond), 
St. Peter’s (Maxatawny), Oley Twp. and Windsor 
Twp. (all Reformed). Typewritten and indexed. 
CR-H551 and Mic. 30-31. 

(18) HERMAN, REV. ALFRED J. PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF, 1 Vol. 1855-1907. Baptisms, mar- 
riages and deaths. Rev. Herman served Reformed 
Churches at New Jerusalem (Wessnerville), St. 
Peter’s (Topton), Zion’s Reformed and DeLong’s 
(Maxatawny Twp.) Typewritten and indexed. CR- 
H551A and Mic. 30-31. 

(19) HERMAN, REV. CHARLES G. PRI- 
VATE RECORDS OF, 1 Vol. 1812-1861. Baptisms, 
marriages and burials. Rev. Herman served St: 
John’s Reformed Church (Kutztown), DeLong’s 
( Maxatawny ), Huff’s (Hereford), Gernant’s (Onte- 
launee), St. Peter’s (Topton), Dunkle’s ( Richmond), 
Oley, Windsor and Mertztown. Typewritten and 


indexed. CR-H551C and Mic. 30-31. 


76 


(20) HOST REFORMED CHURCH, TUL- 
PEHOCKEN TWP. 2 Vol. 1748-1893. Baptisms 
and confirmations. Vol. 2, index to Vol. 1. Type- 
written and indexed. CR-H&31 and Mic. 40-41. 

(21), HUMBERT, REV. DAVID K., PRI- 
VATE CHURCH RECORD. 1 Vol. 1866-1903. 
Baptisms, marriages and burials. Rev. Humbert 
served St. James’ (Geigertown), St. John’s (Gibral- 
tar), Allegheny, Wyomissing, and Trinity (Goug- 
lersville-Cumru Twp.), New Jerusalem (Rockland), 
St. Paul’s (Lobachsville), St. Joseph’s (Hill), Huff's 
(Hereford), Longswamp. Typewritten with 3 in- 
dexes. CR-H919. 

(22) JERUSALEM UNION CHURCH, AL- 
BANY TWP. (RED CHURCH). 1 Vol. 1768-1863. 
Baptisms 1768-1863, Communicants 1811-1863, 
Church History. Typewritten and indexed. CR-J55 
and Mic. 31. 

(23). KRAMLICH, REV. B.E. PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF. 1 Vol. 1858-1900. Records from 
various Lutheran pastorates. Baptisms 1858-1860, 
marriages 1858-1881, deaths (with family rec. of 
deceased) 1858-1900. Rev. Kramlich served at 
Hufi’s (Hereford), Mertztown, Siegfrieds (Maxa- 
tawny), Mertz Church (Rockland), Fleetwood, Mo- 
selem (Richmond), Shoemakersville, Topton. Type- 
written and indexed separately. CR-K89 and Mic. 
Sd. 

(24). 5) JOHN os REFORMED: CHURCH 
(HALN’ Sie WoaWER HEIDELBERG. TW. 1 
Volume. 1745-1916. Printed History cf Hain’s Re- 
formed Charge. Baptisms 1745-1916, marriages 
1871-1916, confirmations 1834-1916, deaths 1834- 
1916 and church history. Printed, not 1idexed. 
CR-K41. 

(25) SF. JOHN’S..REFORMED CHURCH 
(HAIN?S >: LOWER, HEIDELBERG TWP... 1 
Vol. 1745-1805. Baptisms, tras. by Rev. John W. 
Early. Handwritten and indexed. CR-K41A and 
Mic. 30. 

(26)... LEINBACH, REV, Jj. H. PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF. 1 Vol. 1878-1895. Baptisms, mar- 
riages, confirmations and deaths. Handwritten, ar- 
ranged chronologically, not indexed. CR-L531J. 

(27), LEINBAGH, .REV., AARON “Sx PRI- 
VATE RECORDS OF. 7. Vol. 1848-1895.. Bap- 
tisms, marriages, deaths, sermon texts etc. his own 
entries. Handwritten, chronologically arranged. Vol. 
1, 1848-1852, indexed. Vol. 4, 1872-1878, indexed. 
CR-L531A: and Mic. 31-32. 

(28) LEINBACH FUNERAL RECORDS. 1 
Vol. 1832-1896. Record partly typed, balance in 


handwriting. Indexed. Burials made in many ceme- 


teries in Reading and Berks County. CR-L531. 
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(29) LONG, REV. A. J; PRIVATE REC- 
ORDS OF 1 Vol. 1874-1899. Confirmations at 
Christ Lutheran (Stouchsburg), Atalaha (Rehrers- 
burg), St. Paul’s Union ( Millbach), St. Elias (New- 
manstown). Printed, not indexed. CR-L&48. 

(30) LONGSWAMP REFORMED CHURCH, 
LONGSWAMP TWP. 1 Vol. 1762-1810. Baptisms, 
membership and church history. Typewritten and 
indexed. CR-L857. 

(ol). CIDR TS T° (MERDZ)--LUTHERAN 
CHURGH, ROCKLAND,. TWP. 1 Vok-1738-1903. 
Baptisms and marriages. Record not continuous, has 
many gaps. Typewritten and indexed. CR-M]575. 

(32) “CHRIST. (MERTZ) LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, .ROCKEAND TWP.- 1° Vol:* 1763- 
1880. Some death records from church, others tomb- 
stone inscriptions from cemetery copied by Amos 
E. Breidigam. CR-M575<A. 

(io) eM EOF rb Sor re P LSC O PAS 
CHURCHES, READING, PA. 1 Vol. 1849-1941. 
Baptisms and marriages. Ebenezer (later Holy 
Cross), St. Peter’s, Covenant, Grace, Windsor St. 
and Church of our Saviour (Italian Mission). Type- 
written and indexed by Mrs. J. V. R. Hunter. 
CR-M592 and Misc. 35-36. 

(34) LITTLE TUEPEHOCKEN,..(CHRIST. 
LUTHERAN) JEFFERSON TWP. 1 Vol. 1730- 
1846. Bound with Moselem, (Zion’s—Richmond). 
Baptisms and communicants of Christ Lutheran 
Church. Typewritten and indexed separately. CR- 
M898 and Mic. 39-40. 

(35) _MOSELEM:. (ZION’S), RICHMOND 
TWP. 1 Vol. 1730-1846. Bound with Little Tulpe- 
hocken (Christ Lutheran) Jefferson Twp. Bap- 
tisms, communicants 1741-1809. A few marriages 
1744-1778. Typewritten and indexed separately. 
CR-M898. 

(36) NEW BETHEL UNION (CORNER) 
CHURCH, ALBANY: TWP.» Ll. Vol: 1762-1848. 
Baptisms and church officers. Handwritten and in- 
dexed. CR-N534. 

(37) DUNKEL’S REFORMED CHURCH, 
GREENWICH TWP. 1 Vol. 1746-1860. Bound 
with Oley Reformed Church. Baptisms 1746-1832 
and church accounts. Typewritten and indexed. 
CR-045. 

(38) OLEY REFORMED CHURCH, OLEY 
TWP. 1 Vol. 1746-1860. Bound with Dunkel’s Re- 
formed Church. Baptisms, communicants and church 
accounts 1763-1860. Typewritten and indexed. Ck- 
045. 

(39) OLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH, OLEY 
TWP. 1 Vol. 1818-1888. Records are scattered 
thru the book. Baptisms, communicant, few mar- 
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riages and burials. Original copy, handwritten and 
not indexed. CR-O45L. 

(a0 yo Po }OSEPEH.  Ciiliile CHURCH: 
PIKE TWP. 1 Vol. 1754-1800. Baptisms, mar- 
riages, commuiicants and deaths. Original records 
from 1730 to present time are at Hill Church. Hand- 
written and indexed. CR-P6306. 

(41) PAULI, REV» WILLIAM PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF. 1 Vol. 1852-1855. Marriages and 
deaths. Typewritten, chronologically arranged, not 
indexed. CR-R+452 and Misc. 35. 

(42) FRIENDS BURIAL RECORDS, ROB- 
ESON MEETING. 1 Vol. 1785-1872. Names of 
orthodox members only. Comp. by J. E. Esheiman. 
Handwritten mot indexed. CR-R653 and Misc. 
36-37. 

(43) PLOW LUTHERAN -CHURCH, ROB- 
ESON TWP. 1 Vol. 1770-1909. Baptisms and 
church history. Typewritten and indexed by Mrs. 
J. V. R. Hunter. CR-R653A and Mic. 36-37. 

(44) ST. JOHN’S REFORMED CHURCH, 
GIBRALTAR, ROBESON TWP. 1 Vol... 1870- 
1909. Record of births and baptisms. Handwritten, 
not indexed. CR-R653B. 

(415) PREV. B. CE. gKRAMLICH, PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF, 1 Vol. 1852-1887, Baptism rec- 
ords of Rev. Kramlich, of Longswamp 1873-1887. 
Bound with some records of Rev. Isaac Roeller. 
Comp. by Amos F. Breidigam. Typewritten and 
indexed. CR-R714. 

(40) "KOELLER, “REV: ISAAC PRIVATE 
RECORDS OF, 1 Vol. 1852-1887. Death records 
of Rev. Roeller, 1852-1860. Bound with some rec- 
ords of Rev. Kramlich. Comp. by Amos F. Breidi- 
gam. Typewritten and indexed. CR-R714. 

(47) TULPEHOCKEN AREA, HISTORY 
OF THREE CHURGHES. - 1° Vol, Cires 1910: 
Baptisms, confirmations, marriages and deaths — 
1902-1912. St. Daniel’s Sesqui-Centennial history ; 
Womelsdorf Parish Notes. Host,—Golden Jubilee. 
Printed and indexed. CR-S137. 

(48) 1ST. DANIEL’S; (CORNER) CHURCH, 
HEIDELBERG TWP. 1 Vol: 1753-1860. Bap- 
tisms, comprehensive history—illustrated. Typewrit- 
ten and indexed by M. A. Gruber. CR-S137G and 
Mic. 30. 

(42 yet GAB RIE L- (EPISCOPAL) 
CHURCH, DOUGLASSVILLE, AMITY TWP. 
1 Vol. 1735-1899, Baptisms, marriages—1735-1899, 
burials—1796-1894, communicants—1808-1833 and 
tombstone records. Comp. by B. F. Owen. Hand- 
written and indexed. CR-S139. 

(50) ST. JOHN’S REFORMED CHURCH, 
SINKING SPRING, 1 Vol. 1883-1913. Baptisms, 
marriages, communicants, deaths, Sunday School 
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Townships and 





City in Alban, Colebrookdale Cumru District 

Berks County, Pa. Twp) Twp Twp Twp 

Church Records f1516i4 —— gee ag 
61,66. a. oe ae 






ars 76 
tions and vital sta-  91,95,96,97}'97 g¢’ 91,95,96,97,98,99,  85,90,91,95,96,97, \ 91,95,96,97.98,99, 


tistics from local 100,101, 10503 100,101,103 to 98,99,100,101, 100,101,103 to 
newspapers andetc. 105,106,10 


Tombstone inscrip- 













108. 103 to 108. 108. 
Townships and  Saoets ia 
City in oe i Lower Heidelberg Maidencreek Marion 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. Twp. 
RE is = R 
i ER Se ea ere ny |= AER 
Church Records 5,49,61, ey 30,45,  6,24,25,61. 11,17,19,61. 61,67. 

















Tombstone inscrip- 71,75,76.83) 94 gs 71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,73,75,76,80,83,  71,75,76,82,83,84. 


tions and vital sta- 91,95,96.97] 98,99,  86,91,95,96,97,98,  84,85,91,95,96,97, _85,91,95,96,97.98, 
tistics from local 100,101,10 








3 to 99,100,101 ,103 98,99,100,101 $9,100,101,103 
newspapers and etc. to 108. 103 to 108. to 108. 
Townships and ey eae cen = e 
City in Maxatay Richmond Robeson Rockland 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. 1g Twp. Twp. Twp. 













Sire Reco eey pe teregat6.27,- 17,19,23°35/56,61, §,11.21.40.43-44, 19,21,23,31,32,46, 
53,57, 66. 61. 61,66. 
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Tombstone inscrip- 183,84, 71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,73,75,76,81,83. 71,75,76,83,84,85, 


tions and vital sta~ 85,91,95,96195.96, 91,95,96,97.9899, _84,85,90,91,95.06, 91,95,96,97,98,99, 
tistics from local 99,100,101.1, 19. 100,101,102,103 97,98,99,100,101, 100,101,103 to 














newspapers andetc. 103 to 108. to 108. 103 to 108. 108. 

Townships and : 

City in Ruscom-M)y ocken Washington Windsor 

Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. 

Se ae Dik Se a eet 
Church Records 61,66. 17,19,54,61,64. 

Tombstone inscrip- 71,75,76,81,83,84, — 71,75,76,83.84.85, 

tions and vital sta- 85,91,95,96,97,98,  91,95,96,97,98,99, 

tistics from local 99,100,101,103 100,101,103 to 

newspapers and etc. to 108. 108. 
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84,85, 71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,74,75,76,83,84, 71,75,76,83,84,85, 
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Townships and 









































































City in Albany Alsace Amity Bern Brecknock Caernarvon Center Colebrookdale Cumru District 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp Twp. Twp. Twp. 
Church Records ——_14,15,16,18,22,36,  26,27,28,41,59,61,  2,49,59,61,66. 4,61. 3,5,10,61, 4,61. 61,66. 5.21,61. 40,61,66. 
61,66. 66,68. 

Tombstone inscrip- 71,75,76,83,84,85, 71,75,76,83,84,85, rg ,/5,/6,81,83,84, 71,75,76,83,84,85, 71 7 5,76,83.84,85 71,72,75,76,81,83, 11512,/ 9,1 0,78,03; 71,75,76,8¢,84,85, 7\ ,75,76,83,84,85, 71,74,75,76,83,84, 71,75,76,83,84,85, 
tions and vital sta- 91,95,96,97,98,99, 91,94,95,96,97,.98. 85,91,95,96,97,98,  90,91,95,96,97,98,  91,95,96,97 ,98,99}84,85,91,95,96,97, 84,85,90,91,95,96, 90,91,95,96,97,98, 91,95,96,97,98,99, 85,90,91,95,96,97, \ 91,95,96,97,98,99, 
tistics from local 100,101,103,104 99,100,101,103,104, 99,100,101,103,104, 99,100,101,103 100,101,103.104, [98,99,100,101, 97,98,99,100,101, 99,100,101,103, 100,101,103 to 98,99,100,101, 100,101,103 to 
newspapers andetc. _105,106,107,108.  105,106,107,108.  105,106,107,108. _ to 108. to 108. 103 to 108. 103 to 108. to 108. 108. 103 to 108. 108. 
Townships and 
City in Douglass Earl Exeter Greenwich Heidelberg Hereford Jefferson Longswamp Lower Heidelberg Maidencreek Marion 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp Twp. Twp. Twp. 
Church Records —_5,49,61,66. 38,39,40,61,66. —-11,59,61. 9,14,16,22,37,61, 6,47,48,61,65,70. |19,21,23,61,66. 34,61. 18,19,21,23,30,45,  6,24,25,61. 11,17,19,61. 61,67. 

66. 61,66. 
Tombstone inscrip- 71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,73,75,76.79,81, _71,75,76,83,84,85, 71,75,76,83,84,85]71,75,76,83,84, /1,75,76,82,83,84, — 71,75,76,83.84,85, 71,75,76,83,84,85,  71,73,75,76,80,83,  71.75,76,82,83,84, 
tions and vital sta- 91,95,96,97,98,99, 91,95,96,97,98,99, _ 83,84,85,91,92,95, 91,95,96,97,98,99, — 91,95,96,97,98,99}85,91,95,96,97,98,  85,91,95,96,97,98, 91,95,96,97,98,99,  86,91,95,96,97,98,  84,85,91,95,96,97,  85,91,95,95,97,98, 
tistics from local 100,101,103 to 100,101,103 to 96,97 98,99, 100, 100,101,102,103, 100,101,103 te 4 99,100,101,103 99,100,101,103 100,101,103 to 99,100,101,103 98,99,100,101 99,100,101,103 
newspapers andetc. 108. 108. 101,103 to 108. to 108. 108. to 108. to 108. 108. to 108. 103 to 108. to 108. 
Townships and 
City in Maxatawny Muhlenberg North Oley Penn Perry Pike Richmond Robeson Rockland 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. Heidelberg Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Reading Twp. Twp. Twp. 
Church Records 17,18,19,23,61,66. 6,61,68. 34,61,67,71. 6,17,19,38,39,59, 4.61. 3,61,64. 21,40,61,66. DAVIS Zi ese 17,19,23,35,56,61, 5,11,21,42,43,44, 19°21 523/31 32 

61,66. 28,33,41,51.53,57, 66. 61. 61,66. 


Tombstone inscrip- 


71,75,76,77 83,84, 





71,73,75,76,83,84, 


71,75,76,82,83,84, 


71,75,76,83,84,85, 





71,75,76,83,84,85, 71,73,75,83,84,85, 


71,75,76,83,84,85, 
91,95,96,97,98,99, 





58,61,62,63 66. 
71,75,76,81 83,84, 


85,87,88,91 95,96, 





71,75,76,83,84,85, 
91,95 96,97,98,99, 





71,73,75,76,81,83. 


84,85,90,91,95,96, 








71,75.76,83,84,85, 
91,95,96,97 98,99, 


q tions and vital sta~ 85,91,95,96,97,98,  85,91,95,96,97,98,  85,89,91,95,96,97,  91,95,96,97,98,99,  91.95,96,.97 98,99} 91,95,96,97,98,99, 
i tistics from local 99,100,101,102, 99,100,101,103 98,99,100,101, 100,101,103 to 100,101,103 te {100,101,103 to 100,101,103 to 97,98,99,10,101,  100,101,102,103 -97,98,99,100,101, 100,101,103 to 
; newspapers andetc. 103 to 108. to 108. 103 to 108. 108. 108. 108. 108. 103 to 108. to 108. 103 to 108. 108. 
= - < Fe a a 
Townships and 
City in Ruscom-Manor — South Heidelberg Spring Tilden Tulpehocken Union Upper Bern Upper Tuipehocken Washington Windsor 
Berks County, Pa. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. Twp. 
Church Records 46,61,665. 6,25,61. 5,6,50,61. 60,61. 8,11,12,20,29,47, |21,55,61. 52,01. 29,34,61,69 61,66. 17,19,54,61,64. 


Tombstone inscrip- 
tions and vital sta- 





71,75.76,81,83,84, 
69,91,95,96,97 98, 


71,75.76,83,84.85, 
91,95,96,97,98,99, 


71,73.74.75,76,80, 
83,84,85,91,95,96, 


71,75,76,83,84,85, 


91,93,95,96,97,98, 


61. 


84,85,91,95,96,97,|84.85,91 ,95,96.97, 


98;99,100,101, 
103 to 108. 


97 ,98,99,100,101, 
103 to 108. 


99 100,101,103 
to 108. 


98,99,100,101, 
103 to 108. 


100,101,103 to 
i08. 


99,100,101,103 
to i08. 


tistics from local 
newspapers and etc. 











. 
*This chart relates only to the primary and very specialized collection of records on 
the history of Berks County families as found in the archives of the Historicay 
Society of Berks County. 
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71,74,75,76,82,83,| 71,73,75,76,81,83,  71,75,76,83,84.85, 


91,95 ,96,97 98,99, 
100,101,103 to 
108. 


1953 


to 108. 


71,75,76,82,33,84, 


85,91 ,95,96, 37,98, 


99,100,101, 93 








71,75,76,81 83,84, 
85,91.95,96,97 98, 
99, 100,101,103 

to 108. 


71,75,76,83,84.85, 


91,95,96,97,98,99, ° 


100,101,103 to 
LO8. 
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READING LAID our Vereareo BY ACT OF MARCH 11,1752 FROM 
CHARTEREO A CITY INr eR, AND LANCASTER COUNTIES. NAMED FOR 
CONRAD WEISER IN 175,00 FigsT WHITE SETTLERS WERE SWEDES. 
BuirT IN 1816. REACT in 1761, SECOND IN 18640, THIRD AND PRESENT 
FIRST LIBRARY IN IT fesiDENT JUDGE, JACOB RUSH. 
PHILA & READING RR |e os MEETING HOUSE IN AMITY ABOUT (725. 
FIRST RADIO STA. IN Wem IN TULPEHOCKEN TWP. IN 1731. 

FIRST BANK IN 16808. | our IN 1735, TULPEHOCKEN TO BOONE'’S MILL. 
READING MILITARY 2i5 a GERMAN ONE, PUBLISHED IN (183. 
WYOMISSING INDUSTHaNacE IN COUNTY WAS CoLreBROOKDALE G) 
BERKS COUNTY — '86)-es\weRE HEREFORD@); MARY ANG); 

MOUNT LauReL &); WINDSOR ©); VOANNA 1); 
ZEADING G); DALE (|; corey (ll). 

ORGE WAS PINE FORGE (12); CTHERS WERE- 

AMING (3); HOPEWELL ©); OLey (1). 

bw CANAL , FIRST IN PENNA, BUILT IN 1792-1828, 

it MIDDLETOWN ON SUSQUEHANNA TO READING. 
UYLKILL CANAL, READING TO PHILA, OPENED 

324. PHILA, & AEADING R.R. OPENED IN 1837. 
LEBANON VALLEY R.R. BUILT IN 1858. 





foe SOME EARLY PIONEERS. 
° GEORGE Boone MOUNCE JuSsTice 
A Fly SQUIRE BOONE MARTIN KEACHER 
Nal ad i) WILLIAM BIRO DAVID KuTZ 
‘ “\ EOWARO BURD GEORGE KISTLER 
ENS ef JAMES BIDDLE FRAKZ KRICK 
° i, JOHN BAER JOHN LINCOLN 
< Ng | Sf PETER BERTOLET MICHAEL LUDWIG i 
& A ANDREW BANKSON JACOB LIVINGOOD 
8 gz JOHN BOYER JACOB LIGHTFOOT 
i JOHN COCK SAMUEL LIGHTFOOT | 
4 / JOHN CROLL HENRY M.MUHLENBERG | 
Avs ra DANIEL C.CLYMER GEORGE NAGLE | 
PETER DELONS FRANCIS PARYIN 
JOHANNES DIETRICH THOMAS POTTS H 
GEORGE EDGE EDWARGO PRICE 
BOROS AROUND VALENTINE ECKERT THOMAS RLTTER 
READING. DAVIO EVANS JAMES READ | 
1-SINKING SPRING (3! MORGAN EVANS GEORGE RITTER 
2-WEST LAWN 1523 JOSEPH FINNEY JASPER SCOULKL 
3-WromissiINs HiLs JOHN FURRY JACOB SHOEMAKER, 
4&- WYOMISSING 1GO6 PETER GRUBB GEORGE SCHAEFFER | 
5 - WEST READING 1907 | MATHIAS HAFER JOHAN SEAMAN 
G@- KENHORST (935 JOSEPH HEISTER MERICK STARR 


| DANIEL HEISTER PETER TREXLER 


DAVID HARTLEY CONRAD WE!S=ER 


@-SHILLINGTON i308 
B-MOHNTON 19907 






3- MT. PENN [902 HENRY HALLER JOHN WOMELSOGRE 
LORENTZ HAUCKS JOHN WILEY 
SOME EARL 


JAMES HUTTON JONAS YOCUM 
MOSES HEYMAN : 

MOUNCE JONES 

THOMAS JONES 


A- EXETER FRIENCS ME 
BOONE ANDO LINCOLN 
B- UNION CHURCH 1755 
C- ST. JOSEPHS LUTHE 
D- ST. PAYLS 18338. 
E - NEW GETHE! ZION } 
Fo- LITTLE TULPEMOCKEN 
G- HOST GNION 1743, 
H - PLOW UNION LUTHER: 
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READING LAID OUT IT4T-48, INCORPORATED A BORO IN 1783, > 7. 
CHARTEREO A cCiTyY 1N 1864, FIRST STORE OPENED SY . 


CONRAD WEISER IN 1750. FIRST BRIOGE AcROSS 


SCHUYLKILL a 


BUILT IN 1816. READING WATER CO. ORGANIZED IN 182). 



















BERKS COUNTY WAS “REATEC BY ACT OF MARCH u,1752 FROM 
PARTS OF PHILA., CHESTER, AND LANCASTER COUNTIES. NAMED FOR 
BERKSHIRE IN ENGLAND. FIRST WHITE SETTLERS WERE SWEDES. 


fs COND IN 1640, THIRD AND PRESENT 
FIRST LIBRARY IN 1764. FIRST BOARD OF TRADE IS80T, re aii. ee pit lage are bine 
we . ONE | 1-32. st E _JAc : | 
“araaeerig tS ree SS ae oe a a 1874 ~ < FIRST CHURCH WAS FRIENUS MEETING HOUSE IN AMITY ABOUT (725. 
FIRST ane : ince REAO N Co. (889. YMCA 1860. AYBAN 7 FIRST SCHOOL WAS OPENED IN TULPEHOCKEN TWP. IN ITS. 
i ee wane heirs eacneinn AIR ee ’ & FIRST ROAD WAS LAID CuT IN 1735, TULPEHOCKEN TO BOONES MILL. 
- obs 5 <oe —_—" FIRST NEWSPAPER WAS A GERMAN ONE,PUBLISHED IN 1189S. 
WYOMISSING INDUSTRIES 1892. HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF c = 
4 -_- Ee FIRST IRON FURNACE IN COUNTY WAS COLEBROOKDALE 
heat aig aR So it oe aay alin aires oa ide Qs ] OTHER 7 oa ES WERE HEREFORD); MARY Ann G); 
'. ~~ \ 2 
Me >. a SALLY ANN @); “iouNT LaureL G); WINDSOR ©; voanna OM; 
\ a. ‘ee ICH mS HOPEWELL @); 13EADING @; DALE ©; corey Ci). 
\ Wy es FIRST IRON ©ORGE WAS PINE FORGE (2); CTHERS WERE- 
~ JARKATAWNY | Y CHARMING (3); HOPEWELL ©); Oey (1). 
~ va oe UNION CANAL , FIRST IN PENNA. BUILT IN 1192-1828, 
. A Uv Son a eN pOLCOEM rs Bie OPTON ~ FROM MIDDLETOWN ON SUSQUEHANNA TO READING. 
Ss Cc é \ 1S6T ee i ‘Boro iat SCHUYLKILL CANAL, READING TO PHILA, OPENED 
i ae) . IN 1324. PHILA, & READING R.R. OPENED IN 1837. 
. a 
BNYoER RT hala AD LEBANON VALLEY R.R. BUILT IN 1858. 
= = Sh 1S}3 Kat LONGSWwanp 1161 
SHOEMAKER 










BOROCS AROUND 
READING. 
1-SINKING SPRING i39!5 


2-WEST LAWN 1523 
3-WYOMISSING HILLS RO 


4- WYOMISSING ISo6 Bore. i903 


5 -WEST READING 1907 

G6 - KENHORST 1931 

PW-SHILLINGTON 1306 

B-MOHNTON 1907 10- LAURELOALE !830 
3-MT. PENN [3902 11- TEMPLE 1902 


SOME EARLY CHURCHES. 


A- EXETER FRIENOS MEETING HOUSE-1725. THE 
BOONE AND LINCOLN FAMILIES ATTENDED HERE. 

B~- UNION CHURCH 1755. 

C- ST. JOSEPHS LUTHERAN 1147. 

D- ST. PAULS 15338. 

E - NEW BETHEL ZION I761,. 

Fo- LITTLE TULPEMOCKEN 1730. 

G- HOST UNION 1743. 

H - PLOW UNION LUTHERAN 1767. 

T= ST JOHNS REFORMED 17155. 

K- ST. GAGRIELS SWEDISH 

L- CHRIST LUTHERAN 1743. 
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SOME EARLY PIONEERS. 










@. / = GEORGE Boone MOUNCE Justice 
me) ey “. SQUIRE BOONE MARTIN KEACHER 
AS HEREFORD WILLIAM BIRO DAVID KuUTZ 
¢® i752 "\ EDWARD BURD GEORGE KISTLER 
- (toa asl JAMES BIDDLE FRANZ KRICK 
o> " JOHN BAER JOHN LINCOLN 
Se Baus: \ SX PETER BERTOLET MICHAEL LUDWIG i 
"s5 pe AGI fn ANDREW BANKSON JACOB LiVINGOOD 
~ /e @< ae gL JOHN BOYER JACOB LIGHTS OOT 
'g J ° ns JOHN COCK SAMUEL LIGHTFOOT 
“> Ja v bf JOHN CROLL HENRY M. MUHLENBERG | 
eo LE joceun Svinte DANIEL C. CLYMER GEORGE NAGLE | 
SS ; 2f Boro 4890 PETER DELONS FRANCIS FARYIN 
ma = JOHANNES DIETRICH THOMAS POTTS i 
‘ Cat catiow/, GEORGE EDGE EDWARD PRICE 
| EARL DALE / VALENTINE ECKERT THOMAS RUTTER 
‘ 17st GItSe .~. ‘e] DAVIO EVANS JAMES READ 
Taye ae Nay BAR Lead MORGAN EVANS GEORGE RITTER 
i < ‘ese JOSEPH FINNEY JASPER SCULKL 
wv 6) JOHN FURRY JACOB SHOEMAKER 
Ae 2 PETER GRUBB GEORGE SCHAEFFER | 
Re i= MATHIAS HAFER JOHAN SEAMAN 
2 Md JOSEPH HEISTZER MERICK STARR 
Pa DANIEL HEISTER PETER TREXLER 
’ DAVID HARTLEY CONRAD WE!SER 
Oo HENRY HALLER JOHN WOMELSDORE 
LORENTZ HAUCKS JOUN WILEY 
e JAMES HUTTON Jonas Yocum 
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members. Pastorate of Rev. W. J. Kershner. Chro- 
nologically arranged. Printed not indexed. CR- 
S143]. 

(51) ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
READING, PA. 2 Vol. 1889-1942. Baptismal rec- 
ords only. Typewritten not indexed. CR-S146MB - 
S146EB and Mic. 35-36. 

(52) ST. MICHAEL'S (UNION) CHURCH, 
UPPER BERN. TWP. 1.Vol. 1852-1874. Bap- 
tisms and_ burials. Handwritten and indexed. CR- 
S146U. 

(93) ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, READING, PA. 1 Vol. 1842-1849. 
Marriages by Rev. James L. Schock. Not indexed. 
CR-S146WK and Mic. 35-36. 

(54) ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WINDSOR 
TWP. 1 Vol. 1766-1875. Baptisms and communi- 
cants. Marriages and church accounts. Typewritten 
and indexed. CR-S149. 

(55) “ST. PAUL’S 'M. E. ‘CHURCH, GET- 
GERTOWN, UNION TWP. and TOMBSTONE 
INSCRIPTIONS, OLD FORREST CEME- 
TERY ME Nol 1874 Marriages, baptisms and 
tombstone readings. Typewritten and indexed sepa- 
rately. CR-S149G and Mic. 30. 

(56) ST. PETER’S REFORMED CHURCH, 
RICHMOND TWP. 1 Vol. 1764-1859. Baptisms 
—1764-1779, baptisms 1809-1859, accounts—1808- 
1824 and church history. Typewritten and indexed. 
CR-S149WR and Mic. 36-37. 

(57) SALEM EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 
READING; PA; 1: Vol: 1895-1912. “Minutes: of 
Meetings of Quarterly Conferences. Handwritten 
not indexed. CR-S163. 

(58) SALEM EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 
READING, PA. 2 Vol., Vol. 1, 1881-1890, con- 
firmations, some deaths and reports. Volume II, 
1846-1894, church minutes. Handwritten, partly in 
German and not indexed. CR-S163N and part of 
record Mic. 35-36. 

(59) SCHWARTZWALD REFORMED 
CHURCH, EXETER TWP. Rev. J. W. Boos. 2 
Vol. 1781-1810. Vol. 1, baptisms, 1781-1810. Vol. 
2, marriages 1781-1782, 1788-1810. Deaths, 1782- 
1807. Typewritten and indexed. CR-S399, 

(60) ST. MICHAEL’S UNION CEM., TIL- 
DEN TWP. 1 Vol. Burial records, also readings 
from 4 private burial grounds. Typewritten and in- 
dexed. CR-S492S. 

(61). STOEVER, REV. JOHN CASPER, 
BERKS AND LANCASTER AREA. 1 Vol. 1730- 
1779. Baptisms and marriages. Printed not indexed. 
CR-S872. 

(62) TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
CHURCH, READING, PA. 3 Vol. 1751-1850. 





82 





Baptisms, marriages, burials, communicants. Four 
separate indexes in each volume. Entire record hand- 
written. CR-T382M and Mic. 27-28, 48-49. 

(63) UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, READ- 
ING, PA. 1 Vol. 1832-1923. Baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, confirmatians. Typewritten and indexed. 
CR-U58K and Mic. 40-41. 

(64) WINDSOR CASTLE, (ZION’S) 
UNION CHURCH, PERRY TWP. 1! Vol. 1747- 
1842. Baptisms, confirmations, communicants, mar- 
riages, deaths and church history. Typewritten and 
indexed. CR-W/766. 

(65) WOMELSDORF LUTHERAN PAR- 
ISH *RECORD, HEIDELBERG TWP. 1 Vol. 
1902-1912. Baptisms, marriages, deaths and church 
history. Printed and indexed. CR-W872. 

(66) GOSHENHOPPEN (BLESSED SAC- 
RAMENT CATHOLIC CHURCH), BALLY, 
WASHINGTON TWP. 1741-1819. Mostly bap- 
tisms with some marriages as printed from time to 
time in the Records of the American Catholic His- 
torical Society of Philadelphia. Not indexed. CR- 
W676. 

(67) ®2 REEDS BEZION). LDUSTH ERAN 
CHURCH, STOUCHSBURG, MARION TWP. 
1 Vol. 1764-1825. Baptisms. Typewritten and in- 
dexed. CR-Z78. 

(68)°SPIES’.(ZION’S) LUTHERAN,’ AL 
SACE TWP. 1 Vol. 1889-1941. Baptisms. Rev. 
E. S. Brownmiller. Typewritten not indexed. CR- 
Ld 

(69) BLUE MOUNTAIN, (ZION’S) UPPER 
TULPEHOCKEN TWP. 1 Vol. 1745-1863. Rec- 
ord of Zion’s Union Ch. Baptisms 1745-1863, com- 
municants 1821-1855, deaths 1821-1837. Typewrit- 
ten and indexed. CR-Z79B. 

(70) WOMELSDORF (ZION’S) UNION 
CHURCH, HEIDELBERG TWP. Card File by 
Mrs, Irvin Krick. 1795-1841. Baptisms, marriages, 
deaths. Original, in German and English, with dates 
to 1880's is microfilmed. CR-Z79W and Mic. 40-41. 

(71) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS AND 
DEATH RECORDS. 1 Vol. From Epler’s (Bern 
Twp.) : St. Gabriel’s (Douglassville) ; Roman Cath- 
olic (Neversink Mt. Reading) ; and from newspaper, 


“Alt Berks”; Trinity Lutheran Cem. (Reading). . 


Typewritten and indexed. GA-B517-OS and Mic. 
38-39. 

(42) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTION. TY Vol 
Alleghenyville New Cemetery, (Brecknock Twp.) ; 
Mennonite Meeting House graveyard, (Brecknock 
Twp.) Jacob’s Cem. (Morgantown) and St. Mich- 
ael’s, (Birdsboro), Typewritten and indexed. GA- 


B&29, 
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(73) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 Vol. 
Belleman’s Old and New Cem. (Centre Twp.) ; 
Friends’ Meeting Graveyards, (Exeter, Maidencreek 
and Robeson Twps.); View Point Cem. (Perry 
Twp.) Hinnerschitz Cem. (Muhlenberg Twp.) ; 
Kissinger Union Cem. (Spring Twp.); St. Paul's 
Mission, Catholic Cem. (Union Twp.). Typewrit- 
ten and indexed. GA-C397. 

(74) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 Vol. 
Yocum’s Union; Wyomissing Ch., Gouglersville ; St. 
John’s Ch.; Mohn’s Memorial Evangelical Ch. : all 
Cumru Twp. Salem U. B. Weidmans> (Spring 
Twp.) ; Livingood Private Cem. ( Tulpehocken 
Twp.). Typewritten and indexed. GA-C971. 

(75) DEATH RECORDS FROM VARIOUS 
READING NEWSPAPERS. 1833-1896. 1 Vol. 
Handwritten and indexed. GA-D285G. 

(76) DEATH RECORDS FROM READING 
“ADLER”. 1 Vol. 1797-1824. Translated from the 
German. Handwritten and indexed. GA-D337 and 
Mic. 35. 

(77) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 Vol. 
Tombstone records from Christ Reformed, (De- 
Long’s) Church at Bowers (Maxatawny Twp.). 
Printed and indexed. GA-D361P. 

(78) EVANS’ LEDGER, CAERNARVON 
TWP. 1 Vol. 1845-1873. Local events. Typewrit- 
ten, not indexed. GA-E92E. 

(79) FRIENDS’ BURYING GROUND, EX- 
ETER, PA. 2 Copies. Burying ground records. 1 
handwritten—1 typewritten. GA-E96. 

(80) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 Vel. 
Gernant’s Cemetery, ( Maidencreek Twp.) ; St. John’s 
(Union) Sinking Spring. Typed and indexed sep- 
arately. GA-G376 and Mic. 1238-39. 

(81) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 Vol. 
Gehman’s, (Adamstown) ; St. Paul's, (Amity Twp.) : 
Allegheny, (Brecknock); Baumstown, (Exeter); 
Inscriptions on slab in Trinity churchyard, Reading; 
Friedens Ch: Cem. (Robeson); Zion M. E. Cem., 
(Robeson) ; St. John’s, (Pricetown); St. James’ 
Lutheran, (Union Twp.) St. Paul’s M. E. (Union 
Twp.); Mennonite Cemetery, Bally. Typewritten 
and partly indexed. GA-G464 and Mic. 37-38. 

(82) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. TUL- 
PEHOCKEN AREA. 1 Vol. Records from 7 Ceme- 
teries, including the Moravian burials. Comments by 
M. A. Gruber. Handwritten and self-indexed. GA- 
G8&85. OS. 

(83) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS, 
BERKS COUNTY. 1 Vol. Inscriptions gathered 
from many cemeteries and graveyards in Berks Co., 
by Raymond E. Keibach, Typewritten and indexed. 
GA-K47. 
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(84) MARRIAGE RECORDS. NEWSPA- 
PERS, (VARIOUS). 1 Vol. Circa 1834. Transla- 
tions from various Berks Co. newspapers. Hand- 
written and indexed. GA-M359 and Mic. 35. 

(85) MARRIAGE RECORDS. READING 
ADLER. 1 Vol. 1801-1829. Translations from the 
Reading Adler. Handwritten and indexed. GA- 
M359A and Mic. 35. O. S. 

(86) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. ST. 
JOHN’S (HAIN’S) LOWER HEIDELBERG 
TWP. 1 Vol. Inscriptions from graves of Revolu- 
tionary soldier buried in Hain’s Reformed Church 
Cemetery. Typewritten not indexed. GA-M453 and 
Mic. 36-37, 

(87) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. MIS- 
CELLANEOUS. 1 Vol. Aulenbach’s; Trinity and 
Charles Evans, all in Reading, Pa. Typewritten not 
indexed. GA-M678 and Mic. 38-39. 

(88) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. AUL- 
ENBACH’S CEMETERY, READING, PA. 1 
Vol. Inscriptions from the lower graveyard, Aulen- 
bachs Cemetery. Typewritten and indexed. GA- 
N149 and Mic. 38-39, 

(89) TOMBSTONE..INSCRIPTIONS. 
NORTH HEIDELBERG CHURCH. 1 Vol. 1802- 
1920. Inscriptions from the grave vard of North 
Heidelberg Church. Printed not indexed. GA-N174. 

(90) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 
BERKS COUNTY. 1 Vol. Records from Old Cem- 
etery, (Birdsboro); Caernarvon Baptist (near 
Kenny’s Sta.), St. John’s Comm. Ch. (Centerport. 
Center Twp.) ; Harmony M. E. Church, (Joanna) 
Bethel Evangelical Cem., (West Joanna) M. E. 
Cem. (Morgantown) ; St. Thomas Episcopal. ( Mor- 
gantown); Zion’s M. E. (Robeson Twp.) ; Zion's 
Cem. between West Leesport and Garfield; Private 
Cem. in Berks; Breidenstein, (Cumru). Typewrit- 
ten, partly indexed. GA-044. 

(91) MARRIAGES FROM. NEWSPAPERS 
AND PENSION APPLICATIONS, BERKS. 2 
Vol. 1771-1879. Vol..1, Marriages. Vol. 2, Index 
to Vol. 1. Typewritten and indexed. GA-R287. 

(92) “TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 
SCHWARTZWALD CEMETERY, JACKSON- 
WALD, EXETER TWP. 1 Vol. Tombstone read- 
ings. Typewritten and indexed. GA-S41]. 

(93) TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS, ST. 
MICHAEL’S UNION CEM. TILDEN TWP. 1 
Vol. Readings from St. Michael’s Old Cemetery. 
Comp. by Arthur G. Schuman. Typewritten and in- 
dexed. GA-S492. 

(94). SPIES’ CEMETERY iBURFALSs LU 
THERAN AND. REFORMED. ALSACE TWP. 
1 Vol. circa 1920. Compiled by H. N. Benfield. 
Handwritten sot indexed, GA-S755. 
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(95) DEATHS OF SOLDIERS OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR, FROM VARIOUS 
NEWSPAPERS. 1 Vol. Typewritten and indexed. 
GA-S823. ' 

(96) FAMILY RECORDS FROM BIBLES. 
5 Vol. Records compiled by Mrs. Mary Owen Stein- 
metz. Typewritten each volume indexed. GA-S823B 
and Mic. 28-29. 

(97) MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, FROM 
CHRONICLE OF “THE TIMES.” 1° Vol: 1822: 


1834. Typewritten and indexed separately. GA- 


S823C and Mic. 32. 

(98) DEATHS OF FORMER RESIDENTS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. FROM “READING AD- 
LER”. 1 Vol. Handwritten and indexed. GA-S823D 
and Mic. 37-38. 

(99) DEATHS FROM THE BERKS AND 
SCHOUYTERIPE IRN Vol W8t6-1832¢ Hatid= 
written and indexed. GA-S823d. 

(100). DEATHS. OF CIVIL WAR SOLD- 
TIERS juREADING:,, GAZETTE. :AND..<DEMO- 
CRAT. 1 Vol. 1863-1864. Typewritten and indexed. 
GA-S823dd. 

(101) DEATHS FROM READING GA- 
ZETTE AND DEMOCRAT..1 Vol. 1850-1851. 
Copied by Mrs. M. O. Steinmetz. Handwritten and 
indexed. GA-S823G. 

(102) DEATHS AND MARRIAGES FROM 
THE KUTZTOWN NEUTRALIST. 1 Vol..1833- 
1837. Typewritten and indexed separately. GA- 
S823K and Mic. 31. 

(103) MARRIAGE RECORDS FROM VAR- 
IOUS SOURCES. 1 Vol. 1771-1870. From Rev. 
Boos records, 1771-1809. From T. A. Wells, Esq., 


Caernarvon Twp. 1840-1859. From “Our Church 
Paper,” Amityville, 1884-1896. Ebenezer M. E. 
Church, on S. 4th St. Reading, 1855-1871. Type- 
written, some self indexed others chronologically ar- 
ranged. GA-S823M and Mic. 35. 

(104) MARRIAGES FROM THE BERKS 
AND, SCHUYLKILL,ATRNAL..1 Vol. 1816-1832. 
Handwritten and indexed. GA-S823m and Mic. 35. 

(105) DEATHS FROM VARIOUS NEWS- 
PAPERS. 1 Vol. 1796-1807. Copied by Mrs. Stein- 
metz. Typewritten and indexed. GA-S823R. 

(106) REGISTER OF DEATHS IN BERKS 
COUNTY, kept in Court House for 1853-1854. 
Handwritten and indexed. GA-S823S. OS. 

(107) MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, FROM 
WEEKLY ADVERTISER. AND HAMBURG 
SCHNELLPOST. 1 Vol. 1796-1816. Copied by 
Mrs. Mary Steinmetz. Typewritten and indexed. 
GA-S823W and Mic. 35. 

(108) = TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS. 1 
Vol. collected 1902-1910. Contents: Bernville Pa. 
Deppen, Klein and Stump, private cem.; Bower's 
Pa., DeLong’s Church. Pleasantville Union Ceme- 
tery. Friedensburg, Pa. Cemetery ; Exeter and Rob- 
eson Friends Meeting House Burials; Heidelberg 
Twp. St. Daniel’s (Corner) Ch.; Berks Co., 35 Pri- 
vate Cemeteries. Typewritten not indexed. GA-T656 
and Mic. 38-39. 


| 
Most of the material listed herein (unless other- | 


wise noted) was gathered through the diligent 
efforts of the late Mrs. Mary Owen Steinmetz. 


ed | 








BOOK REVIEW 


Historic REVIEW OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN BERKs COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA FROM 1875 To 1950. 

The function of Christian education as it has un- 
folded in Berks County through the medium of the 
Sunday School is the subject of a recent book issued 
by the Berks County Sunday School Association. The 
work is the end product of two years of study and 
research by a committee headed by Charles S. Adams. 
It represents a detailed study of the development of 
the organization through three quarters of a century. 

The volume opens with a brief history of the de- 
velopment of the Sunday School movement in the late 
18th century and its transfer across the Atlantic Ocean 
from England with a slight nod to its beginnings in 
the city of Reading. This is followed by detailed pre- 
sentations of the development of the County organiza- 
tion, the Sunday School departments and a major sec- 
tion is devoted to a brief history of each Sunday 
School in the city and county. The book closes with a 
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plethora of general facts and statistics to fill out any 
blank spots that might have been overlooked. 

The committee is to be commended on the com- 
pleteness of the presentation. Certainly anyone de- 
siring to know the life and origin of any Berks County 
Sunday School will have ready access to full informa- 
tion. Herein lies its greatest value. 

Two little articles in the last section of the book 
will stir nostalgic memories in those who take time 
to read. They are the section on “Old Time Tradi- 
tions” and particularly, Dr. Dundore’s memories of 
“Sunday School in the Leiss’s School House.” 

Although the title sets definite limits within which 
the work is done, we wish the committee would have 
developed the story of early Christian education in 
Berks County. The early parochial schools and their 
metamorphoses to the Public and the Sunday Schools 
would, from our point of view, have given a com- 
pleteness to the book. The committee has added an- 
other pillar to the growing structure of our local 
history. —GUNNAR KNUDSEN. 
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Editors Whatnot 


The oral and written response to our special Janu- 
ary-March Christmas issue was most gratifying. Peo- 
ple who read the issue in doctor’s offices and even 
one person who read it in a hotel lobby while spending 
the night in Reading have entered their subscriptions. 
We have also had a much heavier letter response than 
usual—and not just because of the special Christmas 
material. All told, your editors have become more 
convinced than ever that their efforts to provide 
readers with palatable historical reading are being 
appreciated. 


An Apology 

Unfortunately, the first letter we received caused 
us embarrassment, and we prefer to air our dirty 
linen first. For reasons not worth developing here, we 
were under the impression that the Reverend Lester 
K. Kriebel—the author of “Irwin Peter Mensch” (pub- 
lished in our last issue)—was headmaster of Perkio- 
men Preparatory School, and we said so in “Our 
Contributors.” Our first correspondent pointed out 
our error. We wish to apologize for our inexcusable 
mistake. Rev. Kriebel is pastor of the Palm Schwenk- 
felder Church, Chaplain of Perkiomen Seminary, and 
a director of the Schwenkfelder Library Corporation. 
The man we confused him with was the late Oscar S. 
Kriebel, D.D., Headmaster of Perkiomen from 1892 to 
1932 and also an important Schwenkfelder (he was 
largely responsible for establishing the Schwenkfelder 
Library and Museum at Perkiomen). 

Through our error, fortunately, we learned that 
the Rey. Lester Kriebel was pivotal in establishing 
the Schwenkielder art collection, and we now have 
in prospect an article on this subject. May all our 
informants be as helpful and our errors as fruitful. 


“Be Your Own Genealogist” 

When we instituted the uncompleted series of ar- 
ticles designed to assist amateur genealogists in 
Berks County and professionals from the outside, we 
did so with the sincere conviction that we would be 
performing a valuable service for a small portion of 
our readers. The responses to the first two of this 
series exceeded our expectations. Not only have new 
people begun appearing at the Society Genealogical 
Library, but also many inquiries by letter have been 
received by Mrs. Sanders, the Society's professional 
genealogist. A number of other Historical Societies 
within the state and elsewhere have already ordered 
copies of the subsequent issues that will include spe- 
cial genealogical articles. We are convinced that the 
carefulty and laboriously compiled bibliographical 
material contained in the present issue will provide 
valuable tools for all people who have occasion to do 
research in Berks County families. 


A Dictionary of Americanisms 

One of our most interesting and fruitful letters 
came from Mr. M. M. Mathews, editor of A Dictionary 
of Americanisms (University of Chicago Press), who was 
interested in tracking down the possible American- 
German origin of the word-phrase “Christmas pils,”’ 
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The Germans in America contributed many words to 
what is today standard American English; some of 
the material in Fredric Klees’ “The Christmas Present 
and the Pennsylvania Dutch” led Mr. Mathews to be- 
lieve that “Christmas gift” was another Pennsylvania 
Dutch linguistic contribution. If any Review reader 
knows of an early use of the term (early nineteenth 
century), he can do Mr. Mathews a service by sending 
the reference to him at The University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago 37, Illinois. 

Through the gracious services of Mr. Mathews, the 
Review, probably within the year, will print an article 
on Pennsylvania-German contributions to American 
English, an article now being prepared by Dr. Paul 
Schach of the University of Nebraska. 

We are pleased that the Review is of use to scholars 
as well as of interest to general readers, and we are 
delighted that scholars outside of the area are con- 
tributing to its pages. 


Things to Come 

Your editors have received many requests to pro- 
vide previews of coming issues. Though we do not 
always know three months in advance exactly what 
the next issue will include, we shall try to give you 
some advance notice of what articles are likely to ap- 
pear soon. Our plans are often changed by the re- 
ceipt of a timely article, the late arrival of which 
necessitates the postponement of a not-less-interesting, 
but a less-timely article. 

In the July-September issue we now plan to include 
an account of the Grosch brothers and the Comstock 
Lode by Louis J. Heizmann, an article on a little- 
known Lincoln romance by J. Bennett Nolan, a fas- 
cinating history of an old stone mansion by John E. 
Eshelman, the fourth installment of the “Be Your 
Own Genealogist” series, and perhaps an article on 
the history of the Schuylkill River by Earl Heydinger 
or the article by Dr. Schach referred to above. 


Our Pages Are Open 

We wish to repeat again and again that this is your 
magazine—not just to read but also to contribute to. 
Though we always have a balanced diet to feed you, 
we remain convinced that there are still many zood 
dishes that we know nothing about. We will gratefully 
receive any articles on Berks County that you can 
write, and we will give every submission careful con- 
sideration. Our rejection slips, when we must send 
them, contain constructive criticism so that the writer 
can improve his article and resubmit it to us. 


—J. SHERWOOD WEBER. 





The Berks County Story, an extremely attractively | 
illustrated history of Berks designed for school use and | 
edited by Richard M. Moll and other prominent Berks | 
schoolmen, has just been published and is now avail- | 
able at local bookstores. This long-needed book wili | 
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be reviewed in our next issue. 
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Be Your Own Genealogist 


By MRS. LEROY SANDERS 


(Editor's Note: This is the fourth of a con- 
tinuous series of articles fashioned to guide ama- 
teur genealogists in their research. In the next 
installment, to appear in the October-December, 
1953, issue of the Review, Mrs. Sanders will dis- 
cuss the genealogical resources on Southeastern 
Pennsylvania faimilies to be found in four impor- 
tant depositories: the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk- 
lore Center at Franklin and Marshall College in 
Lancaster; the Quaker Archives at Swarthinore 
college in Swarthmore, the Archives of the State 
Library at Harrisburg; and the National Arch- 
wes at Washington, D. C. 

J. Sherwood Weber) 
O the many interested readers of the Review 

G bess called or wrote us concerning the bibli- 

ography of Berks County genealogical material, 
published in the April-June, 1953 issue, we wish to 
extend our sincere thanks. It is always gratifying 
to learn that tedious work, such as the compilation 
of the chart and bibliography, is proving helpful to 
others. 

Since all researchers who have visited our library 
during the past three months have been able to fol- 
low easily and with good results the brief, but con- 
cise, directions given by Doctor Weber in the intro- 
duction to the bibliography, it will not be necessary 
to expend those directions. However, I would like 
to point out the fact that the bibliography (without 
the chart) can prove quite useful even though you 
do not have the location of your ancestor as yet 
established in the county. For instance, if you have 
an ancestor by the name of Henry Miller or James 
Smith, you will doubtless find quite a few scattered 
descendants living in various parts of this county. 
If you happen to know that your Henry Miller or 
James Smith was born in 1810 in this county, you 
would search all the baptismal records listed for the 
entire county in the bibliography for the year 1810 
and for at least five more years, in order to com- 
pensate for a postponed baptism. In such cases, you 
would do well to ignore the chart and work, chrono- 
logically, directly from the bibliography. 


New Source Material 

As a result of the new interest created by this 
series of articles we hope to add some new church 
records of Berks County to our archives this year. 
Through this department we will inform you of new 
additions to the genealogical collections of the 
Society, and about once each year we will publish 
an appendix to the bibliography. 


JULY, 1958 


For those of you who have failed to establish the 
locality in Germany from whence your German an- 
cestor came to this country, a search should be made 
of the recent issue of the Pennsylvania German Folk- 
lore Society (Vol. XV1). In this volume, which has 
just been placed on our shelves, is to be found “A 
List of Eighteenth-Century Emigrants from the Can- 
ton of Schaffhausen to the American Colonies 1734- 
1752” by Dr. Ernest Steinemann of Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland; and “A List of German Immigrants to 
the American Colonies from Zweibruecken in the 
Palatinate, 1750-1777” by Dr. Friedrich Krebs, of 
Speyer-an-Rhein, Germany. Each of these new lists 
contains about a hundred names of families along with 
other valuable information. Instructive introductions 
were written by Dr. Donald Yoder of the Folklore 
Center, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. 


Happily from time to time we continue to receive 
copies of newly compiled material on Berks County 
families from those who have used our archives 
while hunting ancestors. Sometimes they are not 
printed, but merely mimeographed or typewritten, 
but always they are of value to our collection. Re- 
cently we received the printed brochure of The His- 
tory of the Byerly Family of Berks, Schuylkill and 
Northumberland Counties by Maxwell L. Byerly of 
Berks County and Harry E. Byerly of Northumber- 
land County. Another recent accession is the type- 
written account of the Johann Lenhardt Reber Fam- 
ily, a gift of the compiler, Charles H. Engle of 
Mahanoy City, who spent some time searching in our 
library. Mrs. Lionel Newcomer of Fleetwood—who 
in 1948 compiled and had mimeographed (as a me- 
morial to her recently deceased father, Fenton Gall) 
all his notes on the Miller-Davis family —is now 
completing a similar work on the Rhoads-Gall and 
allied families of Berks County and of the state of 
Virginia. 

D. A. R.and S. A. R. Material 


1 wish that I were able to present among “New 
Source Material” a newly-discovered muster roll of 
the Revolution from Berks County. Unfortunately 
T do not have anything so spectacular to report. Ail 
I can offer at this time is a listing of authentic rec- 
ords to be used when searching for the Revolutionary 
services of a Berks County ancestor. | 

In the Library of the Historical Society of Berks 
County are the following references to Berks County 
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Revolutionary records, all recognized and accepted 
by the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
the Sons of the American Revolution: 


1. Original Oath of Allegiance Book of Berks 
County. (Handwritten by Henry Christ, Re- 
corder of Berks County 1777-89). 


2. Berks County in the Revolution, by Morton 
L. Montgomery, 2 Volumes. Volume 2 is an 
index to Volume 1. (Printed) GAM788. 


3. Berks County Soldiers Who Fought in the 
American Revolution 1775-1784. Compiled by 


Mrs. Harry Maurer. Arranged alphabetic- 
ally. (Typewritten) GA-M]-453. 


4. Pension Applications, Soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion from Berks County. 2 Volumes, indexed. 
(Typewritten ). 


5. Pennsylvania Archives, 
2nd Series, Vol. 3, pages 759-763. 
(Not indexed). 
2nd Series, Vol. 9, pages 784-87. 
( Not indexed). 
2nd Series, Vol. 14, pages 247-312. 
(Not indexed). 








3rd Series, Vol. 6, pages 271-322. 
( Not indexed). 
5th Series, Vol. 5, pages 125-295. 


(Indexed). 
6th Series, Vol. 3, pages 54-96. (Indexed). 


Library Researchers 

More and more letters are received each week 
seeking information or guidance on searching for 
Berks County ancestry. Of the ninety-eight persons 
who spent from one hour to a day or two in our 
library doing research during the first five months 
of this year, seventy-four were searching for family 
history. These men and women came from Reading 
and its suburbs and from Cochranville, Emmaus. 
Media, Pottsville, Harrisburg, Germantown, Phila- 
delphia, Bethlehem, Narberth, Allentown, Lancaster, 
Manheim, Norristown, Coplay, Lobachsville, Birds- 
boro, Fleetwood and Wernersville in Pennsylvania ; 
and from Chattanooga, Tennessee: Kansas City, 
Missouri; Alexandria, Virginia; \Waterloo, New 
York; Dover, New Jersey; and Ontario, Canada. 

The staff of this historical society takes great 
pride in offering to these students of history and 
genealogy our many resources on early Berks County. 





ook Reviews 


THE BEerKs CoUNTY Story by Richard M. Moll and a group 
of Berks County Schoolmen. Published by the office of the 
Superintendent of Schools of Berks County, 1953; 160 pp. 
Illustrated. 


Educators have developed a set of technical terms 
which seek to give meaning to their peculiar problems 
and objectives. Such a term is “a felt need,” meaning 
the sensing of the present and future requirements in 
a well rounded educational program. For a number of 
years there has been a “felt need” for a textbook cen- 
tered upon Berks County’s history. Schoolmen were 
alert to the need and it was the schoolmen of Berks 
who set out to provide the means of satisfying that 


need. The tidy little book entitled The Berks County 


Story supplies a large portion of the answers to the 
“felt need.” 

We are fully cognizant of the many problems that 
confronted the authors of this volume. It was no or- 
dinary task of writing in the field of historical litera- 
ture. Many preliminary decisions had to be made. 
For which age-grade level should it be pointed? What 
materials should be included? Which omitted? What 
concepts were to be developed? What balances should 
be struck between local pride and functional values; 
between local and regional history? How could the 
present profit by lessons from the past? How to chal- 
lenge the future? ‘ 

The general historian has few of the above prob- 
lems. He records the facts as objectively as he can 
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with little or no concern as to the functional values 
involved, the vocabulary used, the concept range or the 
many mechanical devices which must be incorporated 
into a modern textbook. 

The authors of The Berks County Story did not 
succeed in avoiding all of the pitfalls that confront 
those who undertake such a task. Amid thousands of 
correct facts there are many glaring errors, most of 
which could have been avoided by more research and 
competent reading by experts prior to printing. The 
pride which the authors express in having “gone it 
alone,” without help from other agencies, must be 
tempered with acceptance of the criticisms which 
follow. 

We will pass over the flaws in English construction 
in order to point out the falsity of some statements 
which may mislead future students if not challenged. 

The maiden name of Conrad Weiser’s wife (p. 33) 
has been clearly established as Feeg and her lineage 
determined beyond question. The inscription on the 
corner stone cf Hain’s Church (p. 95) is incorrectly 
quoted. Some portions of the section under Chapter 
13 are of questionable merit. The authors entitle it 
“Story—Legend—Fact.” but fail to indicate the cate- 
gory under which the stories fall. A careful check oi 
hundreds of ship lists bringing Palatines to America 
during the period 1727-1808 reveals no ship named the 
“Sara Maria” though we are told that this vessel 
“brought many settlers to the Berks County area.” 
The Johann Klepius group mentioned by the authors 
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Be Your Own Genealogist 


By MRS. LEROY SANDERS 


(Editor's Note: This is the fifth of a series 
of articles intended to provide genealogists — 
amateur or professtonal—with procedural and 
bibliographical information needed for doing re- 
search in Pennsylvania families. The first four 
_ substantial articles appeared in the last four is- 
sues of the Revirw. The sixth, and last, will 
appear in the January-March, 1954, issue. It 
1s hoped that these six installments, combined, 
will make a very useful genealogical handbook. 


J. SHERWoop WEBER). 


National Archives, Washington, D.C. 


As one would infer from its title, the National 
Archives was created for the proper care and main- 
tenance of the permanent archives of our Federal 
Government. Thousands of cubic feet of records— 
including the priceless material of our country’s 
early history—have been transferred from various 
agencies in the government to the National Archives 
Building. The archivist’s responsibility for seeing 
that valuable records entrusted to his care are prop- 
erly preserved is, of course, basic to all other arch- 
ival functions. However, constant effort is being 
made each year by the well-trained staff of this 
institution to make the historical content of these 
records available to interested researchers. 


From a genealogical standpoint the most used 
parts of the National Archives are the Census records 
of the United States and the pension applications of 
soldiers who served in the different wars in which 
thig country has engaged. Since Census records have 
been mentioned in previous installments of this ser- 
ies, we shall merely say that a researcher should 
approach this source material with a definite knowl- 
edge of where the family lived when the Census was 
taken — knowing not only the state, but also the 
county and, if possible, the township—otherwise it 
is a very time-consuming task. On the other hand, if 
the researcher knows his ancestor lived in 1850 or 
thereafter, he can in a few minutes locate his ances- 
tor’s name and learn where he was born, the naime 
of his wife and children and their ages at that time. 
For the earlier period, from 1790 to 1850, the rec- 
ords show only how many males and females were 
in his family at a given date, and whether they were 
then over or under sixteen years of age. 


The pension records, however, can be readily 
located if you know only the name of the soldier and 
the war in which he served. These records contain 
vital statistics on the soldier .and sometimes birth 
and marriage certificates were submitted, together 
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with pages from the family Bible, and are still to be 
found filed with the original application. 


The reading room of the National Archives is 
constantly filled with researchers and for that reason 
no one should go there hoping to gather all the 
information needed in an hour. A form must first 
be filled out showing what volume or file you wish 
to work with; and then there is necessarily a wait 
until the record is located in the stacks and brought 
to the reading room; and if another searcher hap- 
pens to be using that particular record there will be 
an additional wait. 


When in Washington in quest of genealogy one 
should also plan to work in the genealogical depart- 
ment of the Library of Congress, and in the splendid 
library of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
at Memorial-Continental Hall, as well as in the 
National Archives. 


State Library, Harrisburg 


For many years now, the office of Miss Jessica 
Ferguson, genealogical librarian of the State Library, 
has been the gateway to Pennsylvania genealogy, 
not only for descendants of Pennsylvania families 
who now live in the West, but also for residents of 
this state who are not certain of the county location 
in the state where their ancestors first settled. In 
addition to a large collection of printed genealogy 
relating to Pennsylvania families, valuable source 
material is made available to the searcher through 
Miss Ferguson and through the staff of the archives 
department of the State Library. Because of the 
large number of inquiries, both in person and by 
mail, that continually flow through these two centers 
in the State Library, information is usually avail- 
able as to what has already been done on a Pennsyl- 
vania family and what new source material has been 
made available in the various counties throughout the 
State. 


The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 


The archives of this Society, the earliest center 
for genealogical research in Pennsylvania, are located 
at 13th and Locust Streets in Philadelphia, in the 
building of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Here are to be found various collections of records 
pertaining to Pennsylvania families, gathered by 
prominent genealogists of Philadelphia and adjoin- 
ing counties. Much of this material has never ap- 
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peared in print and cannot be located elsewhere. 
Also in years past, members of the Society made 
abstracts from early court, church and cemetery rec- 
ords of Philadelphia and other old counties through- 
out the state. These are now arranged according to 
location by county and fairly well indexed. Out- 
standing in this source material are the abstracts of 
wills and intestate records of the early counties, all 
indexed not only as to the name of the testator (as 
found in the local court houses) but also as to wife, 
parents, children and any other person mentioned 
in the estate. 

Of special interest to Berks Countians is the 
collection of the late Mrs. Mary Owen Steinmetz, 
renowned genealogist of Reading, who left her rec- 
ords to this Society. The archives of the Genealogical 
Society of Pennsylvaia are open to all genealogical 
researchers under direction of the staff, whether 
members of that organization or not, but it should 
be remembered that this center is not a federal nor 
state-supported institution. If a researcher wishes to 
spend considerable time on these records, an appli- 
cation for membership in the Society should be con- 
sidered, for such a membership carries with it a free 
subscription to their quarterly magazine, which is 
devoted entirely to genealogy. 


Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore College 


One of the finest examples of an historical library 
and archives to be found in the East (for preserva- 
tion and availability of content) is located at Swarth- 
more College. This fire-resistant building was 
erected in 1928 to house the large and growing col- 
lection of books, pamphlets, periodicals, manuscripts 
(more than a thousand volumes of original meeting 
records) and pictures pertaining exclusively to 
Friends. It is exactly what every archivist dreams 
of, but seldom finds—the proper place for everything 
and everything in its place. 

Miss Dorothy Harris, Librarian, with a sufficient 








staff and all the latest equipment recommended for — 
the proper care and display of microfilms and maps, 
has the necessary knowledge and time to make the 
resources of this marvelous library available to re- 
searchers. If you are a descendant of Friends, or are 
interested in the part played by them in the history 
of this commonwealth, the Friends Historical Library 
at Swarthmore is a “must’’on the list of places to 
Visit. 
Pennsylvania Dutch Folklore Center 

Most researchers are quite familiar with the won- 
derful records to be found in the Reformed Church 
Archives on the second floor of the Fackenthal 
Library at Franklin and Marshall College, Lancas- 
ter, Pennsylvania. But many are unaware of the 
genealogical material to be found in the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch Folklore Center on the top floor of 
this library. I was pleased to find on a recent visit 
that thousands of index cards have been made as to 
names and subjects relating to various source ma- 
terials of this region. These cards were made pri- 
marily for the use of the staff of the Dutchman, but 
nevertheless they contain marvelous information on 
people and places of great value to one searching 
family history. 


Last summer Dr. Don Yoder, one of the three 
founders of this Center, invited all persons inter- 
ested in Pennsylvania genealogy to meet at the 
Fackenthal Library in an effort to form a group 
devoted to gathering and printing source material 
relating to genealogy of this section. About a hun- 
dred attended the meeting and from their enthusi- 
astic response to this initial invitation, it would seem 
that a new genealogical organization might be “in 
the making.”” And since the Unger collection, for so 
long held only in storage at the Fackenthal Library 
and not for general research purposes, is now to be 
made available, this Center in Lancaster seems the 
logical starting point for a genealogical forum. 
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Be Your Own Genealogist 


By MRS. LEROY SANDERS 


(Editors’ Note: This is the sixth, and last, of 
a series of articles designed for the guidance of 
genealogists—amateur or professional—who are 
doing research in Southeastern Pennsylvania 
families. The stv issues of Tite HistoricaL Re- 
-VIEW OF Berks County that contain the six 
consecutive installments can be purchased from 
the Historical Society for $2.50 per set. 
—J. SHERWoop \VEBER) 


INCE we closed the installment of this series 
S with the genealogical information that could be 

found at Franklin and Marshall College, | 
would like to continue in Lancaster by directing your 
attention to the Lancaster County Historical Society. 
Its library, located in the Society’s building at 307 
North Duke Street, is open every weekday from 
two to five and Thursday evening from seven to ten. 
The reference material in this library is arranged as 
conveniently as possible in so limited a space. While 
its archives are much smaller than one would expect 
from the age of the county, considerable material 
can be gathered at this center on the history and 
genealogy of Lancaster County. Its bound news- 
paper files are extensive and well arranged. This 
library has a complete index to personal names as 
found in Ellis’ History of Lancaster County and a 
large index to the tombstone records from many 
cemeteries in Lancaster County. 

We are always happy to refer researchers to the 
historical societies of Chester and Montgomery Coun- 
ties, where they have been research-conscious for 
many years. By this I mean that for some vears past 
both these organizations have been working hard to 
make their source material readily accessible to gene- 
alogists and historians. 

The Historical Society of Chester County 1s lo- 
cated at 225 North High Street in West Chester, and 
is open every week-day afternoon. In addition to 
housing the usual church, tombstone, military, tax 
and Bible records, the West Chester Historical So- 
ciety maintains a voluminous clipping file on county 
history and genealogy. Dozens of steel filing cabinets 
line its library, filled with mounted clippings taken 
from duplicates of early newspapers of Chester 
County. Regular volunteer workers over a long 
period of time have assisted the staff in clipping 
and mounting not only death and marriage notices, 
but all vital information such as sales of property, 
business advertisements, personal notices, and settle- 
ments of estates. The material is all carefully filed 
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according to family name, name of business firm, or 
location in county. Neediess to say, this data is in- 
valuable to those interested in early crafts and in- 
dustries as well as to students of history and 

The Historical Society of Montgomery County, 
now located in a small building at 18 East Penn 
Street, will soon occupy a new spacious building at 
1654 DeKalb Street, in Norristown. This Society 
also pioneered in making easily available to genealo- 
gists and historians all material to be found in its 
archives. It has many index cards on file to direct 
the searcher to where in its splendid collection of 
newspaper files material can be found on various sub- 
jects relating to Montgomery County. The Mont- 
gomery Society also publishes The Bulletin, a 
semi-annual publication edited by Charles R. Barker 
(noted genealogist and historian), which prints au- 
thenticated family histories, indices to church rec- 
ords, death records, full excerpts from early land 
records, and other pertinent data relating to Mont- 
gomery County. The library of this Society 1s open 
weekdays from ten to four and on Saturday from 
ten to twelve. 

Schuylkill County, so closely allied with our 
county, has a small but active historical society with 
headquarters on the first floor of the former Potts- 
ville City Hall at 14 North Third Street. This So- 
ciety, which is open daily from nine to five, except 
Mondays, is noted for its rare collection of manu- 
scripts, maps, ledgers, and other material relating 
to the coal mining, railroad and canal industries of 
that area. We were pleasantly surprised to find in 
its archives a good collection of typed copies of 
church and tombstone records of Schuylkill County. 
We are happy to report that through the kindness 
of the officers of that society we are now microfilming 
this entire collection for our own library. This new 
accession to our genealogical source material is as 
follows : 

Oy CHRIST “UNION: CHURCH. McK EANS- 
BURG, EAST: BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1830-1882. 
Baptisms, burials, confirmation, communicants. Mic. 15. 

(2) CHRIST. "UNION CHURCH, McKEANS- 
BURG, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1827-1834. 
Minutes of church. Mic. 15. 

oS) SCHRIST sc UNION] CHURCH, Mc BaAans- 
BURG, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1873- 
1896. Funerals, baptisms, marriages, communicants and 


minutes. Mic. 15. 
(4) CHRIST UNION CHURCH, «McKEANS- 
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BURG, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1827-1940. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 15. 

(5) CHURCH OF GOD CEMETERY, WINE- 
BRENNARIAN SUEDBURG, OR MIFFLIN, PINE 
GROVE TOWNSHIP, 1879 to date. Tombstone in- 
scriptions. Mic. 15. 

(6) DUTCH SHILL. CEMETERY, TAMAQUA, 
RAHN TOWNSHIP, 1840-1930. Tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Mic. 15. 

(7) EVANGELICAL CHURCH RECORD, OR- 
WIGSBURG, WEST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 
1835-1862. Marriages, baptisms, communicants. Mic. 15. 

(8) EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION --CEME- 


TERY, ORWIGSBURG, WEST BRUNSWICK 
TOWNSHIP, © 1830-1900. Tombstone inscriptions. 
Dac. ES: 


(9) FIRST REFORMED CHURCH, POTTS- 
VILLE, 1853-1886. Minutes and Constitution. Mic. 15. 

(10). FIRST REFORMED: CHURCH, | POTTS- 
VILLE, -1853-1886. Burials, marriages, communicants, 
baptisms. Mic. 15. 

(11) FRIEDENS @©(OR “CEAUSER’S).} UNION 
CHURCH, BRANCH TOWNSHIP, NEWTOWN, 
1821-1911. Baptisms from Book 1, 2 and 3. Mic. 15. 

U2) FRIEDENS (OR. CLAUSER’S) HUNION 
CHURCH, BRANCH TOWNSHIP, NEWTOWN, 
1822-1914. Burials, Book 1 and 2; communicants, con- 
firmations and list of contributors. Mic. 15. 

(13) FRIEDENS (OR CLAUSER’S) UNION 
CHURCH, BRANCH TOWNSHIP, 1818-1920. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 15. 

(14). FLOWERY .FIELD...CEMETERY, NEW 
CASTLE TOWNSHIP (2% miles north of POTTS- 
VILLE), 1832-1930. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 15. 

(15) FRIEDENS UNION CHURCH, NEW RING- 
GOLD, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1800- 
1847. Baptisms, communicants and _ confirmations. 
Mic. 15. 

(16) FRIEDENS UNION CHURCH, NEW RING- 
GOLD, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1811-1867. 
Minutes of church. Mic. 15. 

(17) FRIEDENS UNION CHURCH, NEW RING- 
GOLD, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1843- 
1877. Baptisms, confirmation and communicants. 
Mic. 16. 

(18) FRIEDENS UNION CHURCH, NEW RING- 
GOLD, EAST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1804 to 
date. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(19) FRIEDENS LUTHERAN CHURCH, . HE- 
GINS, HEGINS TOWNSHIP, 1848-1891. Baptisms, 
communicants, confirmations and minutes. Mic. 16. 

(20) FRIEDENS, UNION. CHURCH, HEGINS, 
HEGINS TOWNSHIP, 1827-1930. Tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Mic. 16. 

(21) “GERMANTOWN CEMETERY,.. BLYTHE 
(?) TOWNSHIP, 1853-1896. Tombstone inscriptions. 
Mic. 16. 

(22) JERUSALEM UNION CHURCH, SCHUYL- 
KILL HAVEN, MANHEIM TOWNSHIP, 1820-1886. 
Baptisms, minutes, deaths, marriages, communicants 
and confirmations. Mention found to Friedensburg and 
Frackville, also includes communicants and confirma- 
tions 1876-1886 of ST. JOHN’S UNION CHURCH, 
WAYNE TOWNSHIP. Mic. 16. 
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(23) LEWISTOWN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 
LEWISTOWN, WALKER TOWNSHIP, 1859-1930. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(24) LEWISTOWN UNION CHURCH, LEWIS- 
TOWN, WALKER TOWNSHIP, 1854-1917. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(25) MIDDLEPORT CEMETERY, WELSH AND 
GERMAN, BLYTHE TOWNSHIP, 1826-1920. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(26) OLD UJERUSALEM UNION CEMETERY, 
SGHUYTLKILL») HAVEN} NORTH] MANNHEIM 
TOWNSHIP, 1799-1880. Tombstone inscriptions. 
Mic. 16. 

(27) ORWIGSBURG OLD LUTHERAN CEME- 
TERY, ORWIGSBURG, WEST ..BRUNSWICK 
TOWNSHIP, 1809-1822. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 
16. 

(28) “PRESBYTERIAN “CEMETERY ro. 1S- 
VILLE, 1833—to date. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(2A) CENTER STREET BURIAL*>REMOVALS. 
Mic. 16. 

(28B) WELSH BURIAL REMOVALS FROM 
COURTHOUSE. Mic. 16. 

(29) REED’S “GEMETERY, TAYLORSVILLE: 
BARRY TOWNSHIP, 1842-1890. Tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Mic. 16. 

(30) ST: JACOS'S” CEMETERY. LUTHERAN, 
PINEGROVE TOWNSHIP. 1800-1929. Tombstone in- 
scriptions. Mic. 16. 

(31) “ST. JAMES CEMETERY,.. EPISCOPAL. 


SCHUYLKILL HAVEN, NORTH MANHEIM 
TOWNSHIP, 1817-1888. Tombstone — inscriptions. 
Mic. 16. 


(32) ST. JOHN’S CEMETERY, ORWIGSBURG, 
WEST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP. 1816-1920, Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 16. 

(33) ST. JOHN’S UNION CHURCH, FRIEDENS- 
BURG, WAYNE TOWNSHIP, 1796-1864. Baptisms, 
communicants, minutes and burials. Mic. 17. 

(33A) ST. JOHN'S UNION CHURCH, WAYNE 
TOWNSHIP, 1865-1905. Burials, baptisms, communi- 
cants and confirmations. Mic. 17. 

(34) ST. JOHN'S UNION..CEMETERY,«FRIED- 
ENSBURG, WAYNE TOWNSHIP, 1793-1930. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 17. 

(35) ST. JOHN’S. UNION CHURCH, ORWIGS- 
BURG, WEST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1833- 
1921. Baptisms, burials, marriages, confirmations, com- 
municants, minutes and notes. Mic. 17. 

(36) ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, TAMAQUA, RAHN 
TOWNSHIP, 1820-1862. Baptisms, burials, marriages, 
confirmations and communicants. Mic. 17. 

(37) ST. “PAUL'S CEMETERY, ORWIGSBURG, 
WEST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP. 1846-1930. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 17. 

(38) ST. PAUL'S (OR ARTZ) UNION CHURCH, 
SACRAMENTO, HUBLEY TOWNSHIP, 1839-1891. 
Baptisms, marriages, deaths, confirmations and com- 
municants. Mic. 17. 

(39) 1... PAUL'S (OR ARTZ) UNION. CEM E- 
TERY, SACRAMENTO,: HUBLEY TOWNSHIP. 
1850—to date. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 17. 

(40) ST. PAUL'S UNION CHURCH (OR SUM- 
MER HILL), SOUTH MANHEIM TOWNSHIP, 
history of church. Mic. 17. 
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(41) ST. PAUL’S UNION CHURCH (OR SUM- 
MER HILL), SOUTH MANHEIM TOWNSHIP, 
1782-1868. Communicants, burials, baptisms and min- 
utes. Mic. 18. 

(42) ST. PAUL’S UNION CEMETERY (OR SUM- 
MER HILL), SOUTH MANHEIM TOWNSHIP, 
1797-1930. Tombstone inscriptions. 

(43) ST. PETER’S CEMETERY, CRESSONA. 
WAYNE TOWNSHIP, 1799-1887. Tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Mic. 18. 

(44) ST. PETER’S UNION CHURCH, PINE 
GROVE, PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP, 1816-1900. Min- 
utes, baptisms, deaths, communicants and confirma- 
tions. Mic. 18. 

(45) ST. PETER'S UNION. (OR GUNKLE’S), 
PINE GROVE, PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP, 1813- 
1857. Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 

(46A) SALEM (OR HET ZELS).- UNION 
CHURCH, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 1783-1874. 
Minutes and communicants. Mic. 18, 

(46B) SALEM (OR HEPZELS 2 UNION 
CHURCH, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 1783-1919. 
Baptisms. Mic. 18. 

(46C) SALEM (OR HETZELS) UNION 
CHURCH, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 1773-1874. 
Burials. Mic. 18. 

(46D) SALEM (OR HETZEULS) . UNION 
CHURCH, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 1870-1919. 
Officers of church, members, marriages, burials and 
communicants. Mic. 18. 

(47) SALEM (OR HETZELS) UNION CEME- 
TERY, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, — 1804-1880. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 

(48) DANIEL SHOEMACHER’S RECORD 
(EARLY LUTHERAN MINISTER IN SCHUYL- 
Kil COUNTY), 1755-1775 Baptiems. confirmations. 
Mic. 18. 

(49) WELSH CEMETERY, BAPTIST, POTTS- 
VILLE (WEST OF COURT HOUSE), 1836-1860. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 

(50) WELSH CEMETERY, FIVE POINTS, 
BLYTHE TOWNSHIP, 1853-1880. Tombstone inscrip- 
tions. Mic. 18. 

(51) ZION’S UNION CHURCH, LEWISTOWN, 
WALKER TOWNSHIP, 1853-1881. Baptisms, confir- 
mations, marriages, deaths and communicants. Mic. 18. 

(52) ZION (OR MANBECK’S) EVANGELICAL 
CHURCH, WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP, 1863-1885. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 
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(53) ZION’S (OR RED) UNION CEMETERY, 
WEST BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP, 1783-1930. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 

(54) ZION’S UNION CHURCH, WEST PENN 
TOWNSHIP, — 1789-1930. Tombstone inscriptions. 
Mic. 18. 

(55-61) SMALL AND PRIVATE CEMETERIES 
IN SCHUYLKILL COUNTY—DeBinder’s (Wayne 
Twp.), Workman (Porter Twp.), Fahl (West Bruns- 
wick Twp.), Hieter’s Kopf (Barry Twp.), Haffa Farm 
(Hubley Twp.), Kuhn’s-Keeney (Pine Grove Twp.), 
Young (Pottsville), Mic. 18. 

(62) COLMAN’S UNION CHURCH, LYKENS 
TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 1822-1930. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 18. 

(63). KLINGER’S UNION CHURCH, LYKENS 
TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 1787-1874. Bap- 
tisms, communicants and confirmations. Mic. 19. 

(63A) KLINGER’S UNION CHURCH. LYKENS 
TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 1875-1888. Bap- 
tisms, communicants and confirmations. Mic. 19. 

(64) KLINGER’S UNION CHURCH, LYKENS 
TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 1825-1930. Tomb- 
stone inscriptions. Mic. 19. 

(65-67) SMALL AND PRIVATE CEMETERIES 
IN DAUPHIN COUNTY—Boyer Farm, (Washington 
Twp.), Loyaltown, McAllester (Rush Twp.). Mic. 19. 

(68) WEISER PARK CEMETERY, HEIDEL- 
BERG TOWNSHIP, BERKS COUNTY, 1760-1778. 
Tombstone inscriptions. Mic. 19. 


All records listed above are from Schuylkill County, 
unless otherwise noted. “Twp.” means township, and 
“Mic” microfilm roll. In each instance, we present 
only the approximately earliest and latest date. 


In closing this series of articles, I am especially 
happy to announce a very important addition to the 
Bibliography which appeared in the April issue of 
the Review. This new addition is the record of 
the HEREFORD MENNONITE CHURCH at 
BALLY (Berks County), PA. The earliest birth 
record 1s 1806 and the latest death record, 1950. 
This is the only Mennonite church record that is to 
be found in any historical society in Pennsylvania to 
my knowledge. We now have it copied in our 
archives on microfilm roll 14 through the kindness 
of the pastor of the Bally church Rev. Wilmer S. 
Shelly. 
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Naturalized Citizenship 
in Berks County By MRS. LEROY SANDERS 


ATURALIZATION is an act that clothes the 
| \ alien with all the political rights of a native 
. born citizen, with two exceptions: only a 
native born citizen can hold the offices of President 
and Vice President of the United States. This brief 
account—which should be of special interest to high 
school students who study naturalization laws in 
their good citizenship classes—concerns not the pres- 
ent-day requirements for naturalization but some of 
the interesting facts about the early history of 
naturalization in America in general and in Berks 
County in particular. 


In 1740 under an Act of Parliament entitled “an 
Act for naturalizing such Foreign Protestants and 
others . . . as are settled or shail settle in any of his 
Majesties’ Colonies in America” there appeared be- 
fore the Supreme Court in Philadelphia a number of 
applicants desiring to become subjects of Great Bri- 
tain. Each applicant had to submit proof of residence 
of seven years and upwards in America, not having 
been absent for a longer space than two months at 
any one time, and produce to the said court “a cer- 
tificate of having taken the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper in some Protestant or Reformed congregation 
in this Province, within 3 months before date of 
application and take oath of allegiance to the British 
Crown.” It is perhaps surprising to learn of the 
religious test being required in a Province founded 
on principles of freedom of conscience, but it should 
be remembered that this was a British Act and not 
a Pennsylvania Law. An alien who would not sub- 
mit to all the statutory conditions could neither 
acquire land nor be elected to public office. Persons 
being Quakers, or such who conscientiously scrupled 
to take an oath were allowed to subscribe to alle- 
giance without oath, having fulfilled all the other 


requirements. 
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Volume 2 of the Second Series of the Pennsyl- 
vania Archives contains a list of all persons natural- 
ized at the Supreme Court of the Province from 1740 
to 1773, but the earliest known date of petitions for 
naturalization being heard in Reading is May 13, 
1768 when Lawrence Cooper of Amity Township, 
John Reber of Heidelberg, John Wohleber of Tul- 
pehocken, John Jacob of Bern and George Michael 
Kettner of Tulpehocken applied. 
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Immediately following the outbreak of the Revo- 
lutionary War, upon the severance of the political 
ties with Great Britain, the Colonies exacted from 
their entire citizenship, native as well as immigrant, 
the oath of allegiance and fidelity to the state. This 
however, should be recognized as an oath of alle- 
giance, not a regular naturalization act. After the 
war, when Pennsylvania assumed the position of a 
sovereign state, all former provisions regarding the 
naturalization of aliens were superseded, and it was 
declared by the State Constitution of 1776 that every 
foreigner of good character should be eligible to 
citizenship, with the right to hold lands after one 
year’s residence, and the taking of the oath of 
allegiance to the State, with no restrictions as to 
one’s religion. 


Upon the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States, which went into operation in 1789, one 
of the delegated powers of Congress was the passage 
of uniform laws for the naturalization of foreigners, 
and here that power resides today. The Naturalization 
law passed March 26, 1790, by Congress, by which 
all free white aliens who had resided in the United 
States for a period of two years, were made eligible 
to citizenship, without any previous declaration of 
intentions, was later amended. The Act of April 14, 
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1802, superseding all former legislation, required five 
years’ previous residence with a preliminary declara- 
tion of intention of at least three years before admis- 
sion to citizenship. Because of the vast increase in 
the number of aliens to these shores in the follow- 
ing century, numerous amending acts were passed 
before the system now in use, was established. 

The earliest papers on admittance to citizenship 
in Berks County, now on file in the Prothonotary’s 
Office at Reading are dated 1798. From that year 
until the beginning of the Civil War, 1387 aliens 
were admitted to citizenship in Berks County. In 
addition, 844+ are recorded as having made their 
preliminary declaration of intentions only. Some 
of these doubtless died before taking out final papers, 
while others moved and obtained their papers else- 
where. Of the 1387 who became citizens, 951 were 
from Germany, 226 from Ireland, 82 from England, 


LIST OF PETITIONS FOR NATURALIZATION 
IN BERKS COUNTY 1798 - 1820 


Declaration When 
Name P From Filed Admitted 

ULE ALE RECUR LSE WIS IRPS Maa ohn Snte vs does) Steed wins cara naiod oar WEG Switzerland Septmesen os 
Hay SSG 7. SR ee ae ee a SE eR ER Se tc RO, Creutznach* Aug. 13, 1811 Aug. 11, 1817 
RECEDES se eh. She ea Hee SKORIK Le fet hoe Ireland Aug. 10, 1798 
Prttermiae CHaTieS? eo, Who ss eet as css oct ee eal eee Saxony* Oct. -225.1798 
MOC AOMORI ap pp el NXE Snp) ot ul MEA aoe GRAS Senet CECE ie PE uae, Naa Ireland Oct. 2, 1804 
POSE MG ee CUCTICK G99 CP anise oe See oc en a ce ee Germany Sept. 30, 1805 
PA MACS ICU WVTR Fonte ike ties oe kes nee OR eee eee Prussia Oct Is 1805 
PEER ap ED Casi fh Mtr 20s (25). Etec pha die osc ea oy eee Germany Aug. 14, 1810 
Beart mM ARTILIC |. v1 bean cies tele ces oicts, aototinw, care tiple «dna one Ireland Nov. 13, 1810 
REAL OG Soci, lees ie vd BAe irs camtes Ou 2 OW teh c oes Ireland Nov. 13, 1810 Mar. 23, 1818 
SCEPC PNA ATIN cle neh ee ie Ren ey Re pe Nn ee eae Germany Aug. 7, 1811 
EVASIVE EM ES LVL trae eicrst Sc hss bidic 2 cts oie a eee eo ances ene eos England June 8, 1811 Aug. 1, 1814 
CAOS UCTS o) SDN TIE. 2 ieee ie nn ee A ae AR Germany Aug. 13, 1812 
MOREL CIT Vaeie ec esatt nse hs a eye Gin Nore onion ae ee es eee Ireland Oct: wanes 
CROC CEES, IDET 5 aR See iene NI RM a5 Mat een ire as ic! [reland Sept. 21, 1808 
Gollaie ver OC MeeCAa NGI Saucccst..ck doe sie Saas eveld aiee Sie sin eto England Jan. 10, 1816 
MD Tet iyey em RL cr TT ee ok Ch etlnitetes atahstc cts iat eanesiohe sine Sees Oerieeclireland Oct. oaoUs 
Sy) OLY MOLT Mee eee oes crere ciao dus <eeioniace & sue ale eee ane Ireland Octs 372805 
Oe Ma MU tT ae Bee ee Sek ves dae ae datriake sje Hos Soe Germany Aug. 7, 1802 
PICK CEE MOL imemeema etry hs ewe han earache ak coe te a eare Mee nee Germany Aug. 4, 1802 
Peele PE mFS ce aT US es a Paseo siete wig ala de ae woes ae ee Bohemia* Mar. 271s 
PEDeeiiimee GO ditledeen jo veka cass kee te ene ampe eerie ate oF. Germany Nov. 8, 1804 
Tel pvarel vg, EKER ERS gh He ah ne het a ae eer ati Aa Re ai aOR Ay Wertemberg* Aug. 10, 1810 
PemoLeTRAN | GHits LAE CIN ae 850s bet Sone eta ae ok cee es Germany Aug. 5, 1811 
[SIGS LEIGH (Bd Mba tan reer es A ane RA nie aha aera mg MEAT Ie Germany Aug. 10, 1813 
EG TTL G MELE) Es Vn ee eco orate eee aces ts soit eicicis Sho oe ctrae ete Germany Oct. 2, 1809 
Poem OMe C lia Clete cto ney cine atone Sie chee en homo ieeae Germany Nov. 9, 1819 
aM eT PICODEEE AVOOIDIN as. sco hdsinas <ce ve sneeueuacne Saebee Great Britain May 16, 1798 
GROG Cle RAG at Candee acme. oe ect bys Bateman oien Tie Great Britain Apr. ~3, 1811 Apr. 13, 1814 
[SSI TASKS e) ESRC Weis ete ices choral tet ar rina: SREIGe a Lee ie ot ns Germany Jang @G218l2 
PEP COL Sa Ae hc eis & Loon 3 Wesacs LACUS weiarbea om cian siecle Germany Apr. 19, 1817 Aug. 11, 1820 
PR IASI CY ak oc. os roe oh ules Seale ek ee uvuonee saloon Great Britain Jan. 14, 1818 e 
Several cine TGR EK ia ie erence See Bers Aa ana Bes oe Sines eerie Great Britain May 18, 1798 
Berta CLE PING | oes Pac ca tic kes le co se ee ewe sc Ieee France June 8. 1799 
Cea PMR eas ook ak Sees eral < Sele ee ate sche a+ ote ao Sete yeep Ireland Sept. 30, 1800 
egw ta MERTEN Ce ay 5 oS s “Slats raters tela, Seem oie es Ua Germany Octa, Oo s02 
Guaanee Ie isl eae ee ne eb ap nero Seen ad Se Germany OCHRE Sl S02 
Cea TEE VERNA pido cs siace ms ~ 3 otis sd halle eat sveto vere Siscme.e BRR Ireland Oct. 6, 1802 
erate LAT i LY snk vam > 6 oie cham + ee Oaw oh vis Se Stem atae Germany Oct. =~ §, 1802 
Behe WUE RONTE SC cy Hck as exe ee ONS mace Saxein ,oimsei cutee s Sent Ireland Oct. 9, 1802 
bra eI ee ol... sternal cis s Saat s sem seite omnes Treland Oct. 6, 1802 
Cee ERE OEP Go Aisin «Dados = es wie ie Oe nan ee Tome ae Ireland Och Za1803 
HCCC OLENA tare Ons ood susie ccs cca ccl Src othalerara sua) aretand ane aeueash one Germany Jane 13,1812 : 
Paret Cie Re eas Ia Thad Sete dicts va races bina aeh eS wales «ews mi ac ain Germany Apr. 8, 1813 
PRINS Te Oe PASTE IS h oo Sicleicie s ariut wha snes Bale way as 5 oan See Germany Nov. 6, 1816 Janz =7e i822 
Ri MUST tweet PR ens enc cas aes a ys x. +.4 0, cialis Siavaty any ait mcs niey Germany Aug. 26, 1812 Aug. 6, 1817 
erst ia Hiene A TING SMG eee oh eich sec ata evote raitiatan nn vidielete sy cestare Ireland Sept. 30, 1800 lan 8 1822 
PO aL Be ce Ae han Cigale yen en rei de Races ~ ve brelatid Sept. 30, 1803 
Pieters oiititactic series ao atcton on Ronit nhs Salone ae oe Ireland Sept. 30, 1805 
Heggedorn, FARE enl CCM es Hither os noe ee oe ce enone Wat zerda tte Jan. 1, 1810 ‘- 
rarer ea al ONY eecct he. cas Schnee Metts cance erent Ss Ovens Germany Aug. 7, i811 
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50 from France, 50 from Switzerland, 8 from Scot- 
land, 5 from Austria, + each from \Wales and Hol- 
land, 2 each from Poland and Denmark, and 1 each 
from Russia, Belgium and Sardinia. 


It would be interesting to know how many of 
the following list of surnames now appear on the 
rosters of the high schools in Reading and Berks 
County : 
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gh MEL, TS ae a eee Pree Ireland Nov. 10, 1813 
FietihGireiprevees eee. ink ie ee ee ee Bavaria* Aug. 3, 1818 Aug. 6, 1623 
ee hab 5a tah) 1) La ee nc a game EI ae te Germany Oct... 8, 1802 
Ligaen Ses ciiiely ese eee. ee ee ee ee Germany Oct. 8, 1802 
jemmeeron, Soseph oe) sec oan Or ae lreland Sept. 30, 1805 
Riu Caelers tg) ee eee eer Sey ul ae Germany Apr. 7, 1804 
Witmer l, “Paeos SICNTY) 69066 ote os eee beds he eo Holland May 11, 1807 
Kiel, John RS ibhopie oitolel asitsRrat tlatteP MRR Ve wih i's oF aaiarei naw wend vue eran sean ook OLY © Aug. 17, 1809 
Kite MeO: > eee cnet aatete bot Cr eit Sea eS Germany jan, 1810 
Koper Altewinus Latharius: (0. cece nksn Sondra (Moselle) Aug. 17,1811 
Bitvemrenets, VV asl SalapeGanto ev iacesic he ecuk vis Oe vie ke oe On Switzerland Aug. 17, 1810 Nov. 1, 1813 
Eityommeeme  olntt = Wt Senet ia Same ane rs Pw as Germany Jane elie 1813 
Wc pees WOrstamtine Ma aeme se Getic o).. aree ree atin ese Saxony Nov. 7, 1816 
Boies Garis tian ae otek beech ts, moe ers in ntl! Germany Jan. 17, 1818 Aug. 14, 1829 
Reiiivare | OSCR ioaNe aries alsicics ele pune ae Bee Herzogenbush* Jan. 16, 1819 
Eine EROINN, Abia ath Ce ce. oa, Zine Sadhvi sok eee Wertemberg* Apr. 5, 1819 Apria S21831 
eS a, UREN OS oa eee TS eee See agin Ireland Sept. 7, 1798 
Loaihe EO eM eerie. cos iss rales cee eS Ireland : Oct. 4, 1805 
Leonard, SORTS EET? “9.5. Ga ene Oa REP goa NI oh paid Switzerland Nov. 5, 1812 
LDCR es ere es ear sag odin Chee PS hoy tego Prussia Aug. 4, 1817 Aug. 18, 1820 
gr TR Uk yes Si a a ey Ireland Aug. 3, 1802 
RE CORE MetCR,” Sete oon. va ce ee no cy es Ireland Auge 3.41802 
Ad wie rorgeece ein mre kh. aaa eS ee toe ireland Oct. 8, 1802 
M Orem mrrrerie ties oc ks Oke rt Germany Aug. 5, 1802 
Ii ee Ret ee rc cnc me OES Ireland Oct. 6, 1802 
Ni g@ieeen Gere) ff ee ee ea Ireland Dec. 14, 1803 Aug. 9, 1805 
Meeting e.mail BS Ireland Sept. 30, 1805 
My Gis erremettcia.’. iiss idk ee eee ee. de ao Eh Ireland Oct. = 221805 
Mirl few Geer ietidno <M ees Oe eins wae oe aS J cious Germany Oct 250805 
McDe miomin lohirme eta 2: so.s< ss oe abn ieee Ireland Oct-72 324805 
Moore, James ..... _, oc. Se Cee etn Fee RRL M8 Ireland Apr. 14, 1808 Nov. 5, 1813 
Mellar, ATO TTA s ace te seed eos cain, hue edhe en England Jan. 15, 1808 
Menteon sire <5. nt Ae ee Ue ev oe eae ee England Sept. 26. 1808 
: Me tiwaree Ohne ete ens Suck VS. cae SL piece ee ec Ireland Jan. 4, 1809 
Mueller, John -.. BE Ne SR SU ORE sc 1 re Meinungen* Aug. 17, 1810 
| Mueslin, Rar d Giltpligconeaca decrees ee oo. ee ae ee Switzerland Angas 1814 
Wty Cr Rent ELONT Gee mt Mr See ee teh Aids ideas ie eee ee ead Switzerland Aug. 6, 1811 
Ma ria Pomc teeter 2k oe, te oc ermal: kate ese Dusseldorf* Oct. 14, 1811 
Modpe, honmnc ste tems... Skene. oa. i). Wheat odie Ireland Mar. 18, 1812 Apr. 1/,a%e17 
DEVS MEMDE CCUG CLC Kere et cen PA 5 VOMIT, St ame oi wees haaeae Lower Saxony* Apr. 15, 1814 ‘Aug. 4, 1817 
| M iliac eb asi tee ec ee ke ee Es ea Baden* Jan. 13, 1819 
Nagle, LOC CR EMME are ere T ce orate eR ae ee Lote Germany Nov. 3, 1817 Nov. 8, 1825 
er TICS fa ak he oceans ie onan sae ee Le ae Treland Nov. 8, 1814 
(Evieieg SE t ce ee oe en en: 22 ee Sate Omen Mg end Seems ae Ireland Apr. 10, 1810 
Rieter ORE OE feos ike ec eee sees Cet a te ae ei, a Ireland Sept. 30. 1805 
Plate, FRG in terres ee seta Sick nce eee oh eee Ps rae ieee Holland Ock 5, 1805 
HORSCH EE eriinver GOLD ssc 2 nie pose Se ee Lee ee eee Germany Nov. 12, 1812 
Bet OM SEINE Piet ic as Dideeis ita 0 Sy on dale PRE CR ea oc eS Prussia Jan. 4, 1815 
PUR Ee COLO eta seis vee naa y pene oe Sone oe toe we Otrasbure® Oct; 1 1798 
| as i ct ee 2 ene en er. cnr erate Germany Sept. 1, 1802 
Remuera etc meal. ee ie et ena eee Germany Oct.” 5, 1802 
RG peas ey. aioe Be. on, ol. shed okey sw Rann Ireland Oct. 8, 1802 
ROIS ELeTH iV; nee ier rare re Seiten ce ae SNe bn cs eee Switzerland Aug. 6, 1806 
RieesmiGaspe tare atte eee oc sai ae is PE oe es Switzerland Nov. 17, 1809 
Riko erie d Gatckmee ee eee 8 eee Se ae a Northeim* Apr. 3, 1809 
Reed e480. 4) AC Ob a ee oe hos. ees oo ee Switzerland Jan. 1, 1810 Aug. 3, 1840 
Reni eichnuskvertard site ce te i ws een ee kee Germany Nov. 5, 1816 
Reh tieldyy Berwharcieume met eee accion ei tice er rears Prussia Aug. 3, 1818 
IRS SCANS les ale PEARS an 6 Seka 5 chSiee a Sorensen 4 ene a Saxony* Nov. 5, 1819 
PIAS Ree CMAP ESM r a ne ele rh eT gh os sce reeds oe Germany Aug. 7, 1798 
SS CHINOOK MC TUP AIT) Ullmer Reet mr ac anc otieae a otarolstn trarets aravaracctal ies Germany Nov. 4. 1802 
Sheets ey, Ory Roa TV ttrndart get re Staak s eves Says see Swine Sata ass Manheim* Aug. i0, 1805 
Sehumant lonnsthanedeniGlkee sss na. wees. aes Sho IITs Germany Oct. . -1. 1805 
SA ECT CTS. aetna) Vat eae | ant Ee eT Re ol Peal ras cos Treland Oct. 2, 1805 
RSL eC PBA DEST hg re be aI i a Adal a ash BAL TPN Bal ie AE Ireland Jan. 8, 1898 
Swertzer, Pecdericki oes Ie eee cats Sree .-. Wertemberg* Nov. 6, 1810 
aR OTe an ee erento ahs aintuh ee : Wesata seen Mae Rest eens Berlin* Nov. 12. 1810 Aug. 6. 1814 
See eee. eee em. ee ea teers Narn dees Ireland Apr. 2; 1811 Aug. 1, 1814 
Sia arren eee iia Sat as crys ic « See aaa ee Prussia Apr. 6. 1813 Nov. 14. 1816 
S Gru Nel Mita RC UICN says vic 's eo eg eee ae nea ooo ohare saree aes Germany Aug. 8. 1814 
Seen ieetohn Chratoplier Jie fsb. oes ca vee eee Saxony* Jan. 15, 1814 
Selkrtcloee athe sy kire c:svths,- otis: so cygopeiotur gals eleastereratalets, acetets tase Ireland Jan. 1, 1815 Apr. 6, 1819 
SUEDE eee ee eth Wr ASEM Tres ane pierre as eo aris SY Rom oma SO Germany Nov. 6, 1816 
T Bho Tamera. ees ok... Saatekn Sed ra see tre an s,s Sal Great Britain Ar 6. 1818 
WA Son (Nae tak, os bo. ose ace eae elena aes pe Fe Ireland Sept. 7, 1798 
WOE eee aes sca Sins oc See nehatae out acaigie Seas oa Ireland Oct. » 6,..1802 
Wee el ida eararraey i.da elias iy sas beak n Silent atnia ait ale oe Simo, 0 Treland Sept. 30, 1805 
Wer eer ae i shies in wie. 6 85 A Min an ERR Boe = SIN ea AS a re Wurtenberg* Nov. 6, 1811 
Wilatererhasenitn are tec oo setenielarin dea gte ses ae Ee eres ... Germany Nov. 6, 1816 Jan: © 7, 1822 
Win ha wana eens: seg ols hci vibe end aes awash eres Denmark Jano 17/1818 
SEE UL TEs ee LVL eee ee Re sage, ann ie eid pgs ole Seley Sha Sloe) siferer oltsvers si kal sie Germany Oct. 8. 1802 
7 Gad eed DOLE rae BNL ae Oech SoaeE. Je bic ah Shoe ja We Se atare eS oor Germanv Sept. 1. 1802 
Pah ei VALOREM 20 ter h Mina Meee ac Sie < « bins sh ox oe To Germany Mar. 8, 1813 Nov. 6, 1817 
* All these particular places are in Germanic Europe, 
¢ 
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Photo by Mario Bernardini 


Seyfert’s Forge. Painting by Dan Devlan, an Irish artist of Nineteenth Century Berks County. 
Courtesy of the Reading Museum and Art Gallery. 


Early Scotch-Irish 
and Irish in Berks 


By JOHN J. McKENNA, JR. 


levied on wool to the extent that their industries 
and agriculture had no opportunity for development. 
So the Scotch-Irish quickly made a choice. Their 
choice was America. They had tried to make a go 
of it in Ulster province, in Northern [reland, where 
they had farmed their land and wove linen. In 
1716-17, however, a series of crop failures and the 


HE lot of the transplanted Scot in Ireiand was 

Ae not a happy one. The Irish, naturally, were 

very displeased with this encroachment upon 

their land and did not allow such an atrocity to slip 

by without some sort of retaliation. To say that the 
Irish resisted whenever possible would be a gross 
understatement. The Scotch were also struck from 

the other side, by the hand that fed them, so to 

speak. Elizabeth, who had sent them to Ireland 

with the promise that they would be allowed to prac- 


fear of cotton competition led to the 1718 exodus 
from Ulster to America. Another great movement 
of Scotch-Irish to America occurred in the years 


tice their Presbyterian faith and that their exports to 
England and Scotland would not be taxed, may have 
made the promises in good faith. Her successors, 
however, did not keep the promises. The Anglican 
faith was forced upon the Scotch, and duties were 
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1771 to 1773. Once again it was the land question 
which drove the Presbyterian Protestants out of Tre- 
land. The Northern Ireland landlords had become 
aware of the fact that with the abolishment of the 
tithe, pasturage became much more profitable than 
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Hessian and Brunswick Ancestry 


By MRS. LeROY SANDERS 


entered the genealogical field in the form of 
more frequent requests for data on Hessian 


D URING the past decade a new problem has 


ancestry. “Hessian” was the name generally used 
in referring to the Germans (almost 30,000 in num- 
ber) who were hired by the British from the Prince 
of Hesse-Cassel, the Duke of Brunswick and several 
other small Principalities of Germany to fight on 
American soil against the Colonists in the Revolution. 


Heretofore, very few people would freely admit, 
much less seek information concerning, an ancestor 
who served on the “other side” during the Revolu- 
tion. We receive more than the usual number of 
these inquiries at Reading because a Hessian Prison 
Camp existed here from 1781 to 1783, and one 
would naturally look to the archives of the Historical 
Society of Berks County for names and statistics 
concerning the prisoners of the camp. 


Special descriptive lists of the so-called “Conven- 
tion Prisoners”? held at Reading must surely have 
been made. However, to date no lists have come to 
light. These records may have been deliberately 
withheld, or even destroyed by local people, many of 
whom held nothing but contempt and bitter hatred 
for the Hessian. This is understandable when one 
considers the feelings of the German citizenry of 
Reading on seeing these soldiers from their Father- 
land, speaking their native tongue, coming here as 
prisoners of war after fighting with the British 
against the Americans in their struggle for inde- 
pendence. So strong was the feeling, we are told, 
that for years afterward when boys in Reading quar- 
reled, the strongest epithet one could hurl at the 
other was to call him “der Hess.” 


Actually these German soldiers had no choice 
+n the matter of their service with the British. As 
early as December, 1776, when the first Hessians 
were captured and held in Pennsylvania, the Council 
of Safety made public a statement which read in part: 


It is General Washington's earnest wish 
that the prisoners be well treated . . . They 
have no enmity with us. According to the 
arbitrary custom of the tyrannical German 
Princes, they were dragged from their na- 
tive country, and sold to a foreign monarch, 
without either consulting their inclination or 
informing them of the place they were des- 
tined for, or the enemy they were to con- 
tend with.. .° 
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Many Pennsylvanians are descended from these 
men who fought against us until they knew better. 
Quite a number of these mercenaries afterward 
joined the patriot army.* At least six former hire- 
lings of the British Crown served as bodyguards for 
Washington, having been recruited by Major Von 
Heer for his Dragoons.* 


The “Convention Prisoners” remained at Read- 
ing for more than two years and during that time 
many of them were permitted to work on farms 
or at forges® and furnaces in the county as such 
opportunities for employment opened up to them. 
Some of the prisoners had brought wives with them 
from the Fatherland; others married during their 
early imprisonment in Virginia, or later in Penn- 
sylvania. 


At the close of the Revolution the Hessian pris- 
oners were returned to their native land. Many, 
(Concluded on Page 125) 





A BRUNSWICKER 


113 





ee ee 





/ ‘ZpSl “GT Avy “ed ‘Surpeay 
: ONSNIDSOM dNVD 














in 





oe 


>." 


ie Aa =" 
= be 


HISTORICAL REVIEW OF BERKS COUNTS 





AMS (4m 
ee eran ty . 4 
ee 


: phd J iS ty ; ; Sais 5 ‘ weer Sie Shes veg Seti. 2 Fe 

or we, ; ' ; =) ale TAS a Paes oe Be ae are 

a PP ee aN eee 7a i eka NEN Say Bla AMS EONAR 
: ; page) P3 ener x ea f “it ‘ rage) < H Coe Ceyy Be 


ie 





i 








114 


ee 


enema emit htg  tntt ALte CECA LCL E OT tn 


(Continued from Page 113) 

however, remained here. This was especially the 
case with the Braunschweigers, because they were 
not particularly wanted at home. The Duke of Bruns- 
wick sought to reduce to the smallest possible num- 
ber those to be brought back to him. He first notified 
the troops in February, 1783, that not one-half of 
them could remain in active service. They were ad- 
vised to establish themselves in America. Only 
native Brunswickers were to be given free transpor- 
tation home; and then followed the order that all 
who had been guilty of crime, lack of discipline, 
delinquencies of any sort, and those who through 
physical disability were unfit for active service, must 
positively be left behind. 

In our searches to help clients establish their 
descent from the Brunswick and Hessian soldiers 
who remained here, we have uncovered the following 
vital statistics : 


Communicants, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Reading, Pa. 


Rosenhager, Christopher a Brunswicker 1782 
Baeke, Henry Brunswicker 1782 
Schroeder, Jacob Brunswicker 1783 
Gruen, Henry Brunswicker 1783 
Waneschauby, Henry Brunswicker 1783 
Schreiner, John Brunswicker 1783 
Spohn, Henry Hesse-Hanau 1783 


pp OP PB PL 


Wingman, Jacob a Brunswicker 1783 
Eilers, Christoph a Brunswicker 1783 
Weil, Hartmann a Hanauer 1783 
Maul, Caspar a Hanauer 1783 
Schuler, John a Hanauer 1783 
Seran, Ernst a Hanauer 1783 
Schweige, Frederick 

and wife Margaret a Hanauer 1783 
Vogele, William a Hanauer 1783 
Hess, Caspar a Hanauer 1783 
Blumbann, Conrad a Brunswicker 1783 


Marriages, Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa. 


1782, Sept. 15, Hennicke, Henry, soldier of the 
Brunswick Corps, and Susanna Gebfert, a widow (nee 
Kissinger of Yorktown). 

1783, April 29, Witteke, Andrew, a Brunswicker 
now of Colebrookdale, and Barbara Waecht, daughter 
of Adam, dec. 

1784, Sept. 31, Roth, Conrad, soldier of the Hanau 
Corps, remaining here in Brecknock Township, and 
Catharine Gress, daughter of Jacob Gress. 

1784, Nov. 6, Kraemer, Jonas, a Hanauer remaining 
here (a stocking weaver) and Catharine Schaaber, 
daughter of Andrew Schaaber. . 

1784, Dec. 31, Schroder, John Christoph, Bruns- 
wicker, and Catharine Leppert, widow of Caspar, both 
of Robeson Twp. 

1785, March 29, Hess, Caspar, one of the Hanau 
troops remaining, and Barbara Zuber, daughter of 
Michael of Windsor Twp. 

1785, March 29, Wanschap, Henry, one of the Bruns- 
wick soldiers remaining, and Anna Margaret bern- 
hard, daughter of Adam dec., of Ruscombmanor Twp. 

1785, April 12, Hartiman, Frederick, a Brunswicker, 
and Johanna, third daughter of Jacob Niedtrack of 
Brecknock Twp. 

1785, Mav 15, Vogel, William, a Brunswicker, and 
Magdalena Braun, daughter of Matthew Braun, dec. 

1785, May 17, Westphal, Gottlieb, a Hanauer, and 
Catharine Geschwind, daughter of John of Bern Twp. 
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1785, June 11, Schroder, Jacob, a Brunswicker and 
Mary Magdalena Jaehling, widow. 

1785, August 7, Bergman, John, a Brunswicker, and 
Catharine Hess of Tulpehocken. 

786, Jan. 26, Wingeman, John Gebhardt, a Bruns- 
wicker, and Anna Maria Meike, of Oley Hills. 

1786, April 4, Miller, Peter, a Brunswicker of Read- 
ing and Sarah Hinckeiman (widow a 2nd time). 

1786, May 14, Kayser, Adam, a Hanauer and Eva 
Marsteller widow of George Marsteller. 

1786, Sept. 17, Schmidt, Just Andrew, a Bruns- 
wicker and Charlotte Lindy (widow). 

1787, Jan. 21, Gerloff, Gottfried, a Brunswicker, and 
Eve Welsch (widow, daughter of Andrew Schaaber ot 
Reading). 

1787, July 17, Mueller, Frederick, a Brunswicker, 
and Elizabeth Achebach, daughter of Matthew. 

1789, March 29, Heidekam, William, a Brunswicker, 
and Dorothea Welde, a widow and daughter of Bal- 
thasar Meyerle of Reading. 

1789, Sept. 19, Schwan, John, a Brunswicker and 
native of Cocalico Township near Adamstown, and Ju- 
liana Voss, widow of Christopher of same place. 

1789, Sept. 29, Dessan, Ernst, a Brunswicker, native 
of Reading and Eve Faust. 

1792, Dec. 30, Schreiner, John, a Brunswicker (sin- 
gle) and Catharine Gertrude Miller (widow). 

1795, Aug. 25, Wiegemann, Andrew, a Brunswicker 
(widower) and Sophia Lovel (widow nee Fischer). 

1796, March 26, Gruene, Henry, a Brunswicker, and 
Catharine Schmock. widow of John, both of Oley. 


Baptisms, Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa. 


Henry Christoph Duwe, son of Henry Duwe (a 
prisoner of the Brunswick Corps) and wife Sophia, 
born Dec. 14, baptized Dec. 17, 1782. 

John Henry Diess, son of Frederic Diess (one of 
the Brunswickers) and wife Magdalena, born Aug. 8, 
baptized August 21, 1785. 

John Eppert, son of Henry Eppert (a Bruns- 
wicker) and wife Elizabeth, born Jan. 10, baptized Feb- 
ruary 19, 1786. 

Jacob Schweimler, son of Frederic Schweimler (a 
Brunswicker) and wife Margaret, born August 7, bap- 
tized Sept. 10, 1786. 

Michael Krauss, son of Michael Krauss (der Han- 
nuacher) and wife Hannah, born Nov. 9, 1786, baptized 
April 15, 1787. 

Anna Margaret Willenbruch, daughter of Henry 
Willenbruch (a Brunswicker) and wife Catharine of 
Cumru Township, born August 19, baptized Oct. 
Paces Weed 

John Henry Frederick Christian Stucke (at the 
barracks), son of John Christoph Stucke (soldier in 
light infantry of Brunswick Corp) and wife Hannah 
Henrietta, born April 24, baptized April 27, 1783. 

Catharine Baer, daughter of Michael Baer (a 
Brunswicker) of Cumru Township and wiie Sarah, 
born March 20, 1792, baptized August 12, 1792. 

John Eilers, son of Anthony Eilers (A Bruns- 
wicker) and wife Elizabeth, born August 27, baptized 
Sept. 25, 1796. 


*Spellings of names and places are given 
as found in the translation of this 
church record in the archives of the 
Historical Society of Berks County. 


i “Hessian Camp, Reading, Pa.’’ by Andrew W, Shaaber, Vol. 3, 
Transactions His. Soc. of Berks Co. 

2. A part of the army surrendered by Burgoyne at Saratoga in the 
agreement, or convention, made with General Horatio Gates, Oct. 17, 
1777. These German prisoners were frst held at Boston, then moved to 
Virginia and finally in i781 brought to Reading where they remained 
until the end of the War. 

3. Pennsylvania Archives, Ast Series, Vol. 5, page i46. 

4. The Pennsylvania German, Princeton Press, edited by Ralph 
Wood. 

5. ‘‘Washington’s Bodyguard’, by Dr. Arthur D. Graeff, ECK. 
July 1, 1939. 

6. Scholla, Reading Times, Oct. 21, 1938. 
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management by experi- 

HEADQUARTERS FOR REPRODUCTION ee aces 
FURNITURE IT'S PROTECTED . . . by 


ample cash reserves 


Late RH ry thar pearance eT stort pets) emer intra eS CORI 6 8 


Kaufmann’s have given over half of their 
store to the display of authentic copies of IT'S INSURED Beethe 
Furniture used in our old historical times. erate 
Bed Room, Living Room and Dining Room 
Furniture with all the atmosphere of our 
forefathers. You are invited to come in and 
browse around without any obligation to buy. 


Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 


And when we want it we 
can get every cent, right 
Visit our 18th Century Six Room, Two Story now. That’s why we keep 


Bride’s Home on our 2nd floor our money in the... 
3 eee Bank. 


K A JJ F Mi A N N / S PEOPLES TRUST COMPANY OF WYOMISSING, PA. 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
750 Penn SE Reading, Pa. Member Federal Reserve System 
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